
Pearson  
221 River Street 
Hoboken, NJ 07030 
pearson.com 

 

A note from author George C. Edwards III  
on Government in America 

 
January 7, 2021 

Dear Colleagues, 
 
Throughout the tumultuous year of the coronavirus pandemic and polarized politics, Americans’ 
dissatisfaction with our political system has become more widespread. Students find it easy to tune out of 
politics.  In Government in America we show why they should not. The essence of our approach to 
American government and politics is that politics matters. The national government provides important 
services, ranging from retirement security and health care to recreation facilities and weather forecasts. The 
government may also send us to war or negotiate peace with our adversaries, expand or restrict our freedom, 
raise or lower our taxes, and increase or decrease aid for education. The stakes are high for all of us. 
 
We frame the contents with a public policy approach to government in the United States and continually ask—
and answer—the question, “What difference does it make?” It is one thing to describe the Madisonian system 
of checks and balances and separation of powers or the elaborate and unusual federal system of government 
in the United States; it is something else to ask how these features of our constitutional structure affect the 
policies that governments produce. 
 
We do not discuss policy at the expense of politics, however. We provide extensive coverage of four core 
subject areas: constitutional foundations, patterns of political behavior, political institutions, and public policy 
outputs, but we try to do so in a more analytically significant—and interesting—manner.  My co-authors and 
I have updated this book to reflect new scholarship and trends in American politics.  For example, we now 
cover questions of democratic legitimacy and the role of social media in politics in much greater detail than 
in previous editions. We take special pride in introducing students to relevant work from current political 
scientists: for example, on the role of Twitter in political communication, matters of race and inequality, and 
the impact of divided party government—something we have found instructors appreciate. 
 
When students are engaged, they learn more effectively and perform better in their courses. The Revel 
platform engages students because it employs the way they study, communicate, and learn. Revel is an 
interactive learning environment that blends narrative, media, and assessment, enabling students to read, 
practice, and study in one continuous experience. Many  students say they like to listen to the audio 
version of the text before reading it. Others find the videos provide excellent learning experiences. We have 
also seen how they make good use of the highlighting option in Revel, as well as the note taking tool. The 
Revel platform is also available offline on all mobile platforms, which makes it   attractive to students who 
want the freedom to access and study the material wherever they are.   
 
Revel aids instructors in other ways.  Its Performance Dashboard captures student data on reading 
assignments, time on task, and latest activity attempted. Revel also provides quiz scores on the Dashboard, 
which gives you insights into what your students are learning and what you need to reteach.  
 
Thank you for considering Government in America. We would love to have your feedback. Whatever you 
choose to do, know that we appreciate the outstanding job you do in educating America’s future leaders. 
 
Best wishes, 
George C. Edwards III 
University Distinguished Professor and Jordan Chair Emeritus, Texas A&M University 
Distinguished Fellow, University of Oxford 
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