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Most of my work in economics invalves constructing theoretical models. Over the years, | have
developed some ways of doing this that may be worth describing to those who aspire to
practice this art. In reality the pracess is much more haphazard than my description would
suggest—the model of research that | describe is an idealization of reality, much like the
economic models that | create. BUE there is probably enough connection with reality to make.
the description useful—which | hope is also true for_my ecanomic models

1.1 Getting ideas

The first step is to get an ideas. This is not all that hard to do. The tricky part is to get a good
idea. The way you do this is to come up with lots and lots of ideas and throw out all the ones
that aren't good

But where to get ideas, that's the question. Most graduate students are convinced that the way
you get ideas is to read journal articles. Butin my experience journals really aren't a very good
source of original ideas. You can get lats of things fram journal articles—technique, insight,
even truth. But most of the time you will anly get someone else's ideas. True, they may leave a
few loose ends lying arcund that you can pick up on, but the reason they are loose is probebly
that the author thought about them a_while and couldn't figure out what to de with them ar
“decided they were too tedious to bather with—which means that it is likely that you will find
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yourself in the same situation

2 HOW TO BUILD AN ECONOMIC MODEL IN YOUR SPARE TIME

My suggestion is rather different: | think that you should leak for your ideas outside the
acadermnic journals—in newspapers, in magazines, in con- versations, and in TV and radia
programs. When you read the newspaper, Ioak for the articles about economics .. and then
look at the ones that aren’t about economics, because lots of the time the:

y end up being about
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Have you established a purpose
for your writing?

Pearson Writer is a revolutionary digital tool for writers
at all levels. Available online and via a mobile app, it
streamlines the tedious and time-consuming aspects
of writing, so you can focus on the project at hand. It
provides instant feedback on your writing to help you
revise, edit, and improve. You'll learn from your own
mistakes and improve your writing process from

the suggestions.

Project Manager

With so many writing projects, deadlines, and distractions
coming your way, use the Project Manager to track your
assignments and organize your research. Set up notifications
to remind you when due dates are near. Use the checklist to
see what's done — and what's not.
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Wriling Review & Guide

Pearson’s Writer's proofreading software checks your papers
for grammar and style, suggests changes and explains why,
and directs you to relevant content in the Writer's Guide.

It provides instant feedback to help you revise, edit, and
improve your writing. You will learn from your own mistakes
and improve your writing skills.

Starting a paper can be overwhelming. Get tips on how to
write an essay with our go-to Writer's Guide — the perfect
resource for grammar, research, and writing support. A
built-in search engine that responds to natural language
provides help in varying formats — videos, animations, etc.
— to suit any learning style.



Maternity leave is a y
the months and ildbirth. Th

aimed at supporting the mother's full recovery from childbirth and faciltating a stronger mother-child
¥

reasingly enter the worklorce.

Current United States matemity leave policy is directed by the Famiy and Medical Leave Act of
1993 (FMLA) which includes a provision mandating 12 weeks of unpaid leave annually for mothers
of newborn This policy. i

Jati ty of benefits, In terms of protected not offering
some form of wage compensation for the leave of absence

Historyredit

Historically, maternity
working outside their home. Mothers were largely prevented from labor force participation due to
their p
Moreover, they were const trained by more restrictive gender norms that imited their access o
employment. Between 1961 and 1965, only 14% of mothers actually participated in the worklorce:
within 6 months of their child's bith.a

Prior to the enactment of FMLA legislation in 1993, maternity leave coverage was governed by state
law, collecti d policies. The fist set of ity leave related
policies emerged in the lato 1960s. By 1969, five states had enacted Temporary Disabilty
Insurance laws protocting employoes from income loss in the ocourrance of a temporary medical

i the benefits

Microsoft Add-in

So much of the writing process happens on one screen
with multiple windows open to complete a single task.
The Pearson Writer add-in for Microsoft® Word 2013,
2016, and 365 lets you write in Word, while accessing
Pearson Writer in the navigation bar.

Compose in the same space with your notes, ideas

and writing instructions on one screen. Easily drag and
drop your outline, notes, and bibliography right into the
document to build your work. The add-in for Microsoft
Word is free with a Pearson Writer subscription.

Note Clipper

Once you've found great sources and information,
Pearson Writer's Note Clipper lets you collect, create,
and catalog all your ideas in one central location.

Save text and media from any online source to your
Pearson Writer Notebook.

Group similar ideas together, color code them, and
play around with different ways to structure your
information.

Drag and drop your notes into a neat outline. Print it
out and turn it in, if necessary.

Research database

Finding reputable scholarly sources — and
distinguishing them from biased or incorrect

ones — is becoming more difficult by the minute.
With Pearson Writer, you have a mobile-ready,
easy-to-search online research database of reliable
academic sources at your fingertips.

Read the full text of a source on any device. Keep
track of your research, take notes, and build your
outline anywhere.
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Learn more about Writer.

Explore how Pearson Writer can help
by contacting your Pearson Rep or
visiting pearsonwriter.com
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