
Students are concerned 
about their careers. 



Students also have high 
career aspirations. 



We know languages are 

connected to careers. 



Yet we rarely integrate 
careers into  

basic language programs.  
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___________________________________________________________________________________ 

INTEGRATING LANGUAGES FOR 
SPECIFIC PURPOSES INTO BASIC 

LANGUAGE PROGRAMS 



Even as freshmen, students 
think about recuperating 

the costs of college. 



They look to us to connect 
liberal arts and careers. 



Language departments  
list exciting careers. 



BUSINESS PEOPLE 



DIPLOMATS 



DOCTORS 



LAWYERS 



And they feature  
exotic locales. 









But the only career many 
of us are trained in is 
language education. 



We know how to research. 



How to write. 



How to teach. 



How do we [snap] suddenly 
teach other careers? 



We will guide you. 



Layer familiar activity 

types with professional 
content. 



If you have ever navigated 
a health issue, you know 
the preponderance and 

importance of… 



NUMBERS 



INFORMATION 



Activity 2-28  
A familiar 
listening 
comprehension 
activity about 
numbers in 
important 
communicative 
contexts in 
clinical settings 
that require 
accuracy. 

http://www.pearsonhighered.com/pearsonhigheredus/educator/product/products_detail.page?isbn=9780205722020&forced_logout=forced_logged_out




 

Students don´t need long vocabulary 
lists about surgical tools, anatomy 

and prescription medicines.  
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

They need to practice 
vocabulary 

that is frequent and fundamental to 
patient-professional  

communication. 



Activity 2-29  
A familiar 
communicative, 
task-based 
activity about 
different ways to 
frame and treat 
behavioral 
problems and 
mental health. 

http://www.pearsonhighered.com/pearsonhigheredus/educator/product/products_detail.page?isbn=9780205722020&forced_logout=forced_logged_out




 

Doctor-centered approaches to 
medical Spanish that rely on 
memorizing vocabulary miss 

important opportunities.  
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Students need to confront 
complexity 
and practice 

team-based decision making. 



If you have ever worked 
with others… 



You understand the role of 
leadership. 



Activity 3-32  
A familiar 
structured output 
activity about 
how to foment a 
positive work 
environment. 

http://www.pearsonhighered.com/pearsonhigheredus/educator/product/products_detail.page?isbn=9780205722020&forced_logout=forced_logged_out




 

Why create lessons about high-level 
negotiation techniques or detailed 
import-export regulations for basic 

language classes?  
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Students benefit from activities about 
professional practices and attitudes  
that will be relevant throughout the 

arc of their careers. 



If you have ever travelled… 









you have encountered 
some challenges in the  

hospitality sector. 



Activities 1-38  
& 1-39  

Familiar 
interview and 
small-group 
activities about 
resolving  
high-risk 
communication 
in translingual 
contexts. 

http://www.pearsonhighered.com/pearsonhigheredus/educator/product/products_detail.page?isbn=9780205722020&forced_logout=forced_logged_out






 

We cannot predict all the precise 
specialized terms students will need 

in their future jobs. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

We can teach them useful strategies 
for being resourceful and successful 

interlocutors in  
translingual and transcultural 

professional contexts. 



At the basic language 
program level, 



we aren’t creating  
bilingual marketing managers 



or doctors who can triage 
patients in Spanish. 



We are introducing 
professional concepts. 



We can all do that! 



 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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