
 What Is “Student  
Engagement,” Anyway?

 According to edglossary.org, it’s

“ the degree of attention, 
curiosity, interest,  
optimism, and passion  
that students show when  
they are learning.”

 Student engagement is a  
hot topic among educators  
who see for themselves that 

“ learning improves when 
students are inquisitive, 
interested, or inspired,  
and tends to suffer when 
students are bored, 
dispassionate, disaffected,  
or otherwise ‘disengaged’.” 
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 Intellectual Engagement
 Students embrace learning that allows choice and spark curiosity. 

Summit Academy and others are scaling a “playlist” approach that 
uses data to surface customized project choices for each student, 
while Google Cardboard is turning smartphones into virtual reality 
portals into the Hubble Telescope and world conflict zones.

 Emotional Engagement
 Students learn best when they feel “known” and cared about as 

learners. Expert coaching (face-to-face and virtual) lets students 
in schools like New Directions and Brooklyn LAB tailor their own 
pathways with online and blended experiences.

 Physical Engagement
 Educators are exploring new ways for students to learn with  

their whole bodies through hands-on Maker experiences and  
by harnessing phenomena like Pokemon Go.

 Social Engagement
 Students embrace learning that brings them together as collaborators. 

That’s why teachers love “safe for school” social media tools like 
Fakebook and Edmodo, and why wikispaces and Google Docs are  
used to gather contributions from co-learners near and far.

An Evolving Connection
As edtech has changed, so have means of student engagement. 

Student Engagement  Digital Learning
Since edtech first emerged in the 1980s, classroom teachers and education researchers have all 
attested to the engagement effect of digital learning. The U.S. Department of Education even says so.

LEARNING APPS 
make it fun to master skills1.0

DIGITAL TOOLS 
let students communicate and create2.0

TECH DEVICES 
ensure every student has access 3.0

NEXT GEN TECH 
including online and blended learning 
make education ever-more personal, 
ubiquitous, and immersive

4.0

 Tech Terms of  
Engagement 4.0

 Educators now recognize that

 engagement has  
many dimensions, 
each with direct links 
to today’s digital 
learning technologies. 
Understanding and 
tapping into dimensions 
like these offers  
limitless ways of  
engaging students. 
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