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PREFACE

Foundation Skills: Painting and decorating, and  
mortar trades is an acknowledgment of the need 
for a more targeted basic skills text for the wet area 
trades—specifically bricklaying, plastering, tiling, and 
painting and decorating. The book is adapted from 
Basic Building and Construction Skills,  
4th edition. These four trades remain, however, a 
diverse group. As such, not all elements of the text 
will have relevance to each and every one of these skill 
areas. This is unavoidable. What we believe has been 
achieved, however, through the engaging of various 
technical experts and advisors, is a work that speaks 
the language of, and offers insights into, the basic 
skills of each of these trades. Working on the basis 
that there is seldom a skill not worth developing, there 
is then little in this text that will not be invaluable 
to the aspiring tradesperson, irrespective of their 
particular field of employment. The text is therefore 
offered as a significant resource for both teachers and 
students alike.

In adapting this work for the wet trades, the 
first four chapters have not significantly changed 
aside from providing more relevant examples and 
figures, or altering the text slightly to reflect currency 
for these particular industries. Chapters 5 and 6, 
however, have been altered significantly so as to 
better reflect each trade. In addition, a specific section 
has been added that deals with issues relevant to 
painters, tilers and plasterers in particular. Chapters 

7 and 8 have been completely rewritten, offering not 
only more relevance (it is hoped), but more currency. 

A work of this nature, covering as it does a raft 
of skill areas for which no one author could claim 
expertise, required the input of a number of technical 
specialists. In some cases this may have been a simple 
nod that the text was OK, but in others it involved a 
significant amount of time demonstrating the tools 
and/or explaining a particular technique. Thus the 
hands in the photographs are those of tradespeople, 
and I offer my heartfelt thanks to these individuals, 
particularly, in acknowledging the following: 

Bricklaying	 Andrew Tutt (NSW/Vic)
	 Peter Gossi (WA)
	 Glen Kilpatrick (NSW)

Painting and 	 Neil Griffiths (NSW)
decorating

Plastering	 Kevin Hartwig (NSW)
	 Darren Johan (NSW/Vic)

Tiling	 Llewellyn Biggar (NSW)

Dr Glenn P. Costin 
Yackandandah 

September 2010




