Everything you need

for powerful goal-directed comprehension instruction

C O M P L E T E

Comprehension
Assessing, Evaluating, and Teaching
to help students comprehend

Fiction

Nonfiction

Complete Comprehension is something bigger from Jennifer Serravallo. Expanding on
Jen’s Understanding Texts & Readers and Reading Strategies Book, it takes her most
practical thinking and puts it into an all-in-one resource that presents you a complete
instructional cycle for comprehension:

ASSESS

comprehension in
whole-chapter books

EVALUATE

readers’ responses to
determine a goal

TEACH

with dozens more
reading strategies

Learn more at HEIN.PUB/CC

Fiction
ISBN

978-0-325-10954-1

Price

$459.00
Learn

more at pearson.com.au/jenniferserravallo

Nonfiction
ISBN

978-0-325-10955-8

Price

$459.00

{ Save $60 when you order Fiction and Nonfiction together with ISBN 978-0-325-09223-2 }

Know readers well, differentiate powerfully
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• Whole-book comprehension
assessment
• Authentic, highest-quality
trade books
• Written responses during
independent reading—no
instruction time required

F R O M

Jennifer Serravallo
Complete Comprehension forges a direct
connection between Jen’s Understanding
Texts & Readers and The New York Times
bestseller The Reading Strategies Book.
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• Yields deep insight into
readers’ comprehension skills
• Included sample responses
guide decision making
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• Rubrics aligned to Jen’s
hierarchy of reading goals and
progressions of skills
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• Variations on 20+ foundational
strategies from The Reading
Strategies Book
• Plus 75+ additional reading
strategies!
• Easily incorporated into
existing instruction

COMPLETE Comprehension

C O M P L E T E

Comprehension
1

2

Student chooses a tradebook.

As a student reads independently,
they respond to prompts—freeing
the teacher to work with others.
Name____________________________________________________________

Response Form

Date____________________________________________________________

Because of Winn-Dixie

by Kate DiCamillo

Your teacher wants to learn more about you as a reader. Here are some directions to remember:
●●

Please complete this assessment on your own.

●●

Each time you read, please fill in your reading log.

●●

When you reach a page with a prompt, read to the bottom of the page.

●●

Stop and respond to the prompt on this form. Include as much detail as you can from the
book to support your response. (It is fine to reread, but do not read ahead.)

●●

Once you’ve written your response, keep reading!

1.

PAGE 25

What kind of person is Opal?

2.

PAGE 25

What does Opal mean when she says, “I could see him thinking about
pulling his head back into his shell”?

E P A I

1

E P A I

May be photocopied for classroom use. Copyright © 2019 by Jennifer Serravallo from Complete Comprehension: Fiction. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

Comprehension Goals and Conside

A Hierarchy of Reading Goals
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Teacher uses included book summaries
and rubrics to evaluate and matching
planning forms to identify a goal and
skill to work on.

Emergent Reading
Engagement
Print Work
Fluency
Comprehension

Complete Comprehension • Evaluate

Level Q •

level

Q
Summary

Plannin

g Form

Exceptional

Proficient

Approaching

PROMP T 1

Describes in some original detail
the time(s) and place(s).

Identifies a time
or place, using vague terms.

Describe the
setting of the
first chapter
(time and place).

It’s in Korea a long time ago. There
are two places—the inner court,
where there are trees blossoming
and it’s a beautiful spring day, and
inside a room where there are paper

Identifies time(s) or place(s).
Details often come directly from
the book.

Page 6

SeeSaw Girl
Park
Sue

Korea, in a room and outside in a
garden with trees.

Becaus

e of Wi

It takes place a long
time ago.

First: Tally

Page 38

Retell the most
important events
from the last
two chapters
(“Baskets to
Market” and “The
Road to Willow”).

Retells multiple
important events.

Retells important events,
but excludes at least one.

Jade decides to hide in a basket
on a cart so she can sneak into
town to try to find Willow. When
she gets there she is amazed
at the market. she realizes she
looks too fancy and she gets her
clothes dirty. She meets a poor
child who gives her directions to

Jade hid in a basket that was on a
cart to get into town. She finds a
child who gives her directions to

Retells one event, which may
be less important to the story.
May summarize the scene.
She gets into the town and gets
directions to Willow’s house.

Willow’s house.

Page 62

Explain why
Jade goes to talk
to her father.

Plot and

Prompt

Page

1

She feels terrible guilt for costing
the driver his job. He didn’t do
anything wrong. She thought
about the poor people she’d seen
and what would happen to him if
he couldn’t work. She felt like she

Draws a connection between
one cause and effect to
understand the scene.
It was her fault that he lost his job
and she wanted to help him get
it back.

Demonstrates basic
understanding of cause and
effect. Typically inflates the
significance of a minor or
recently stated cause or effect.
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She had no choice. She had to.

P
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Draws connections between
multiple causes and effects,
and demonstrates deep
understanding of the scene.

E

25
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Willow’s house.
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Goal

Next on the hierarchy is Engagement. This goal includes skills like
choosing books that will be interesting and being able to enter a state of
“flow” or “the reading zone,” enabling the reader to read for long stretches
of time and with attentional focus (Csikszentmihalyi 1991; Atwell 2007).
While it’s possible to teach children strategies to be aware of their own
attention, find better books, or read for longer stretches by breaking up
their work into smaller page or time chunks, to really achieve engaged
reading means to really comprehend. When they enter the state of flow
during reading, many readers describe it as “making a movie in your mind,”
“slipping into the world of the story,” and “walking in a character’s shoes.”
This means engaged readers are strategic: they visualize, infer, synthesize
Oh My!
and Wordplay,
Puns, Idioms,
14 1996).
Is Believing
Seeing
events
in the story, and more (Guthrie,
McGough,
Bennett,
andVFL.
Rice
Therefore, sometimes what appears as a lack of engagement with reading
Who is this for?
actually has its roots in a comprehension difficulty; after all, it’s boring to
read something you aren’t understanding.

Teacher chooses from 100+ reading strategies
that help students develop automaticity with
skills that are part of comprehension goals.
Chapter title goes here

Complete Comprehension: Teach

C.9

Who is this for?
LEVELS

Skills

Skills

J–W

Strategy Reread an important scene in your book. Become the character (in your mind or by

Strategy When you come across figurative language in your book, you could think

acting). Think, how did my face look (in my imagination or as I acted)? How did my body look?
What emotion could have made my face and body look like that?

about whether this particular type of language has a name, and what that type of
figurative language is and does. Then think, What do I know about that type of figurative
language? This can help you figure out what the word and phrase mean in this context.

What it is Visualizing characters in a scene can help readers keep the movie in their

inferring about,
interpreting,
and analyzing
character(s

How I’d teach it Many authors delight in the use of figurative language, and there

by Laurie Ann Thompson is the incredible story of a boy born with only one strong
leg, who challenged stereotypes about disability by biking four hundred miles around
Ghana. The story is filled with emotional moments so there are plenty of opportunities
to try to have students practice imaging or acting out a character’s face or body and
naming the feeling that goes with those expressions. Since it’s a picture book, you may
want to hold the pictures back
until students have practiced the
strategy; they can then check the
pictures to see if the expression
they made or imagined matched
what the illustrator, Sean Qualls,
drew.

by Megan McDonald

Strategy

Strategy

Strategy
1

ASSESS • EVALUATE • TEACH

Because they tend to be rich in puns,
knock-knock joke books are a good—
and side-splitting—source of idiomatic
language for kids! You might want to share
a joke every day, before kids line up for
lunch or first thing each morning.
Consider magazine advertisements
and TV commercial jingles—for
example, the Morton Salt slogan that’s
been around since 1911: “When it rains,
it pours.” If possible, squeeze in “readaloud” time to share these examples
of wordplay in the real world. This will
encourage students to be on the alert for
examples of it every day and everywhere.

Kelly Boyle

Strategy

monitoring for
meaning and
using context

• Punished! (2007) by David Lubar
• Ve Lo Que Dices/See What You Say (2000) by Nancy Maria Grande Tabor
• The Amelia Bedelia series by Peggy Parish
• The Judy Moody and Stink series

Kelly Boyle

3

SKILLS

are so many wonderful children’s books that contain it. During read-aloud, you can use
such books to introduce students to the various types of figurative language and discuss
how these fanciful words impact the meaning of the story. Here are a few of my favorites:

Serravallo_Unnderstanding.indb
11
Tip Keep in mind that for some
children on the autism spectrum,
naming and expressing emotions
can be challenging. Some
teachers find it helpful to work
with a feelings chart or feelings
board to help children match
the expressions of characters
with a word wall. There are even
computer programs, such as
FaceSay™, that help children
recognize facial expressions and
match those to emotions.

J–W

expose them to an author’s use of puns, idioms, wordplay, and other forms of figurative
language.

How I’d teach it Emmanuel’s Dream: The True Story of Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah
SKILLS

LEVELS

What it is A fun way to help students monitor for meaning and use context is to

mind active and engaged, strengthen their grip on the plot, and help them infer about
characters.
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