This is the last time we'll be taking a break to concentrate on time.
We've already taken a Time Out (hours, minutes) and celebrated Happy
Days (of the week) in Hai! 3. Now we come to the last ‘time’ thing we
need to learn about: months and dates.

So, in The last time! you learn:

e to say what month it is * to say when your birthday is

* to tell someone the date * about Golden Week

* new readings for B and B
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o This sign hangs over the door of a
ESE&LD

restaurant in B R. What is the restaurant
called? (And who is the girl supposed to be?)

© TR BABD?

In what month do these things occur? Give
your answer BAEET.

* New Year’s Day * Valentine’s Day e April Fool’s Day

* Mother’s Day ® Father’s Day ® Christmas Day
(In Japan? In your country?)

People in your class will think of other important things to o@mt, including

national celebrations, local shows and big sporting events.
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When you see a date written B&:5 can always read it. You just have to keep in mind
that in Japan they give the month fi n the day. So when you see 481H, you know
they’re writing about April Fool ou're no 4 ADIE7H, are you?)

Reading dates is one thin
Bhizs f'
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@BTgH? Well, 1
them as a Special fea

hoW do you say them yourself? How do you answer the question

ays of the month are all special, BZE&T, so you have fo treat
sk. Here are some hints to make that task easier:

e 1B is really speciglgfou read it as DLNES.

e From 28 to108 you read H as 7.

38 and 48 both have litle D sounds in their readings.

The ‘o’ sound in 88, &577, is twice as long as the ‘o’ in 4B, &>,

108 has a long ‘o’ sound but in 5% it is written as &d57.

{8 ? L AICB ? What day?




Now that you know the first ten days, you can face up to the rest of the month.
® Once you get past the tenth of the month you usually read the ‘day’ kanji, B, as I25.

e All dates with 48 are special: 148 U Sd&->7. 24B 2L SL-70.
e 208 is really special too: you read it as i&D7.
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You will get lots of chances to reinforce this learning, since

&35 dMB@BTITH. @EBTIH.] as BE w, aote on the board before each
B&EE] lesson.

MAL & EhC&SU BHTES |
[
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B &k Japan

RpE B5B5O0 Father's Day

BHEE 2548350 Sunday

—B DWnESL 1st day of the month
ol = N Yo ¥a) 2nd day of the month

+—B8 Lw3usiz5s 11th day of the month

TH. B<DEALLIDTR

DB TT,
| 24

29




—
Golden Week m

People in Japan just love Golden Week, and every year they eagerly look
forward to it. This is a time at the end of April and the beginning of May "“
1 E ﬁ:

when four public holidays fall very close together.

The four holidays are Showa Day (April 29), Constitution Day (May 3),
Green Day (May 4) and Children’s Day (May 5). Green Day celebrates
the natural environment and Constitution Day celebrates the Japanese
political system.

In a really good Golden Week the holidays fall next to weekends, so that with
a bit of clever planning, people can have a good break. Look at the ZL\DIEY
to the right; each one represents a day in Golden Week. To work oEt whether

this is a really good Golden Week or not, answer these question

* What colour ZL\DIE Y represents weekends and public@:
e What day of the week is April 282 What do you thi o

the advertisement is urging workers to do?

w sticker on

e School kids can't take days off so what doys g @ ave fo go to school?

 Everyone knows that Children’s B, but how would you ask what
day of the week it is? And what ccordmg to the advertisment?

If you want to know the date of an event, you can ask fB{@B?. Or you can simply ask L\ D?,
‘when?’. Ask your partner about when these important events on the Japanese calendar occur.

You: LOBRWDTT A,
Partner: 6815HTY,

#& Y DB, Green Day, is a public holiday when people are encouraged to remember the
environment and to plant a tree.
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Warm-up

e Say a date and your partner will

Talking seriously

* Now ask when each person’s

3

tell you whose birthday it is.

You: 68308
Partner: HSETSshDEAL DT
Td,

birthday is. = 3533 - kT
You: SELCSADEAL LDV 108238
11A1B
WDTIH. @
Partner: 683089,
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The big birthday line-up

Form into groups of eight to ten students and line up in birthday order,
earliest in the year at the front, latest at the back. To find out where you fit
in, you'll have to ask everyone else in the line 2/ U & STRWDTTAH.

When you have completed your line, everyone has to say their birthday out loud
so that you can check to see that you have the order right. If you're still in doubt
after going from front to back, try going from back to front.
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Here is a song about some special days on the Japanese calendar. All except one of them are
national holidays.

Japan celebrates New Year’s Day (#'/ LU D) on the same day as Western countries, and it is a
really big a deal - parties, presents, the lot! You know about Z&&mBE so we'll skip to
ELW<DB. 2L means ‘fitness’ or ‘health’, so this is a good day for Japanese people to
renew their good resolutions about getting fit. & A7 means ‘culture’, so A B DB is a day to
celebrate all that is special about Japanese culture.

And what can we say about Jake’s birthday? It's not a national holiday yet, but he’s working on
it. Why not make a note of the date and send him a card?
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