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In you will learn:

• to talk about nationality, birthplace and
what languages you speak

• to ask to have something repeated 
• to talk about what someone is doing now
• to read and write 
• a new reading for 

• to read and write 

• to read and write words using special sounds in
katakana

• to read and write the names of places, countries,
nationalities and languages in katakana

me

pe ru

Anna and Tom have just arrived in Japan. They are spending a few days in Tokyo to attend

an orientation program and meet other exchange students. 

Talking about a person’s nationality Asking and saying where
someone was born

me

ra ra

3

Talking about the languages you speak
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Here are the new for this chapter.

Read the names of these countries aloud.

Then match them with the correct flags.

1

2

3

7

8

4

5

6
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Talking about a person's nationality 

When talking about a person’s nationality, you add (person) after the

country. So if you know a person's country, you can say their nationality, too.

American (person) Tony is British.

Countries
Australia

Britain

China
France

Germany

Indonesia

Italy

New Zealand

Asking and saying where someone was born

When you want to ask or say where someone was born, use particle after the place.

Where were you born? I was born in Australia.

If you want to be more specific, you can use 'country place '.

I was born in Barcelona, Spain.

Talking about the languages you speak

As you know, means 'English (language)'. To talk about other languages just add 

after the country. For example (France) changes to (French).

What language do you speak? I speak Italian.

If you can speak a language a little, add .

I speak Japanese a little. I speak Japanese a little.

Asking to have something repeated

You already know , meaning 'once again'. When you want to ask someone

politely to repeat something, add or (more polite).

Excuse me, please say it again. Excuse me, (say it) again please.

South Korea

Spain
USA
Vietnam
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Here are some special sounds which are made using little and . They were

developed to extend the range of katakana sounds for words borrowed from foreign languages 

( ). Another one to look out for is . It is used, often in combination, to make 'v' sounds.

live

1

3

2

4

6

7

5

live
live

7 strokesEnglish
2

1

3

5
4

6

7 8

English

8 strokes

Here are two new and a new reading for you to practise.

new reading

2

4

5

1 3

life, be born

was born
student
teacher

special sounds
fa gwa kwa va

a
fi di ti kwi vi wi

i
du tu vu

u
fe che je she kwe ve we

e
fo kwo vo wo

o
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Tom has been doing some creative work on his own website. Here is his .

( )

What questions would Tom have asked his new friends at the orientation in order to get their details 

for his website? With a partner, use the dialogue with Eve below as a guide and practise similar

conversations with Tom's other friends.

You:

Partner:

You:

Partner:

You:

Partner:

You:

Partner:

You:

Partner:

birthplace

nationality

language

Dijon

Munich

Wellington

Ho Chi Minh 
(City)
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Being more specific about what someone is doing

56

1

Asking and saying what someone is doing now

Look

no o

CD

Practise reading and writing the 

for 'now'.

now

now
today
hello

4 strokes
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1 Stop the music!

As a class, everyone stands up and dances along to some music. The leader will stop the music

and give an instruction such as or . Everyone acts out the instruction as

quickly as possible. The last person to do the action is out of the game. The game continues until

only one person remains.

2 form 

With a partner, talk 

your way from 

to taking turns to

say what each person is

doing now. Here is how

you would do the first

one.

57

Asking and saying what someone is doing now

When you want to say what someone is doing now, use the form of the

verb followed by .

What are you doing now? I am taking photos. I am watching tennis.

Being more specific about what someone is doing

CD
What are you listening to? I am listening to a classical CD.
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Working with a partner, take turns playing the role of each person in Tom's photo gallery. Use the

images to ask and say what each person is doing. Then find out how often they do that activity.

Here is how your first conversation might go.

You:

Partner: 

You:

Partner:

Chinese–style noodles
in soup

1 2 3

4 5 6

Tom has given us a sneak preview of a new page he is designing for his Nagasaki website. 
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Tom has found this chat room on the web for non-native speakers of Japanese. He has been using

it to keep in touch with the friends he met at the orientation.

7 9

How are you?

(casual)

understand

(you’re) terrible

( ) (I’m) fine

hot and humid

www.jchat.ne.jp

Q

Q1 Who are the people in the chat room?

2 Why does Tom like the ?

3 How long does Tom spend in the ?
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Anna wrote a picture diary, , on the day of her arrival in Nagasaki. 

Q

Q1 When did Anna write her diary? What was the weather like?

2 Describe what she did on this day.

3 Why did Anna think Naomi was helpful?

4 What time was it when Anna was writing her diary?

5 Describe what each member of the Honda family was doing.

picture diary

arrive 

meet someone

helpful

radio

grandmother

I'm looking 
forward to it. 
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