
Asking someone their
pet’s name

Introducing your pet

2

Commenting on someone’s pet

Kinu desu.

Chibi wa chiisai desu ne.

sou desu ne.

1

In 1 , you will learn 
• to talk about pets

– introduce your pet
– ask a pet’s name
– comment on a pet

• to read and write 

• some exceptions to the ou 
spelling rule

• to read and write the kanji 
and 

• to talk to animals in Japanese

3

kawaii desu ne.

sou desu ne.

inu no namae wa?

Flap those ears!
Move that mouth!

watashi no usagi desu.

namae wa Mimi desu.

konnichi wa.
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KI

NU

NE

HE

RU

ME

Grab that pen!

Here are new for you to learn to recognise. Practise tracing over
these with your finger before you write them in your Workbook.

1 Follow the leads with your finger to work out how
we say these animals in Japanese.

2 What is the name of this fishing gear shop?
Can you say its phone number aloud?

DA BI

GI ZU
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Grab that pen!

little

ookii big chiisai little, small

big
3 strokes3 strokes

1 Sometimes you can get
the ‘feel’ of a kanji 
character by shaping
your body to look like
it. Try this by standing
up and stretching out
your arms and legs and
saying in a
‘big’ voice as you do it.
Then stand very tightly
with your arms by your
side and say 
in a ‘little‘ voice.

2 This is the 
pool garden. The sign
tells us the entrance
prices for adults and
children. Can you find
the word for ‘adult’? It
is written with two 

characters that
mean ‘big person’.

Here are the new kanji characters for you to learn. Practise ‘writing’ them on your palm with
your finger before you practise writing them in your Workbook.
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Introducing your pet Kana is introducing her
pet dog.

To talk about your pets you need these words:
watashi no my …

inu dog
usagi rabbit

uma horse
kame turtle

tori bird
hebi snake
neko cat

nezumi mouse

To ask someone their pet’s name say 
(animal) ? (animal) no namae wa?

? uma no namae wa?
What is your horse’s name?

By adding no to uma you change ’horse’
to ’horse’s’. In Japanese, no shows possession
in much the same way as ’s does in English.
You do not have to use in front of 
when you are asking about animals.

Hide is asking Naoko the name of
her pet turtle.

Asking someone their pet’s name

Remember the long or double o sound in ? To write it, you add to a symbol
that already has an o sound. You can check on this rule in these words: 

There is one big exception to the rule! Look at how the long or double o sound is written
in . If you find this confusing, just use the , .
There are not too many other exceptions, but the people of would like you to
know one important one. Can you find their city on a map?

To introduce your pet, say (animal)
watashi no (animal) desu.

watashi no usagi desu.
This is my rabbit.

By adding no to watashi you change ’I’ to
’my’. The particle shows possession.
To tell someone your pet’s name say (name)

namae wa (name) desu. 
namae wa Mimi desu.

Its name is Mimi.
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That’s my pet!
• Prepare for pet ownership – read the Japanese word for

each of the animals from the label below each picture. 
• Read the name of each pet from its gold name-tag.

Working with a partner, take it in turns to claim a pet as
your own.

• First, introduce your pet.
• Your partner then asks your pet’s name.
• You reply.

Here is an example of how your conversation might go. 
Change the parts in red.

Move that mouth!

wa n wa n hi hi i i n

1

2

7

6

8
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It’s time for some ‘shimashou and tell’. Bring a picture of your pet to class and talk
about it with your classmates.
• Introduce your pet, saying what it is and giving its name. Make the name sound as

Japanese as possible. ( can help you with this.)
• Make a comment about your pet and see if your classmates agree.
• Respond to any comments they might have.
If you don’t have a pet, find a picture of an animal in a magazine and claim it as
your own. Now, what’s a good name for an Amazonian anaconda …?

gya    a gya   a

You dirty dog!
• Working with a partner, take it in turns to comment on each of the pets. You’ll find 

the adjectives in the box useful. Encourage your partner to agree or disagree by 
adding to your comment.

• Your partner then agrees or disagrees with your comment.

Here is an example of how 
your conversation might go. 
Change the parts in red.

or

3

4

5

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s
 comment

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s
 comment on

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s
 on comment on comment

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s
 comment on comment  each

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s
 each of

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s
 of the

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s
 the of the of

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s
 of the of

 Encourage

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s
 Encourage your

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s
 your partner

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s
 partner

 disagrees

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s

 disagrees with

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s

 with your

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s

 your comment.

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s

 comment.

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s



8

You can learn a lot from monkeys. This
famous carving at Nikko shows the Three
Wise Monkeys, reminding us that we
should ‘hear no evil, speak no evil, see no
evil’. That’s good advice, because nobody
likes a nasty gossip who is always looking
for the bad things in life.

T he Three Wise Monkeys of Nikko

But when I look at this carving, I see three monkeys who are never going to learn to speak
English as well as I do. They are like a lot of my friends around here who don’t make the most
of the chances they have to improve their language skills.

First of all, you have to keep your ears open. There are always tourists around here speaking
English and it’s only by listening hard that I hear how the language really sounds. That means I
can imitate the sounds and get the pronunciation right. So here is some advice from the wisest
monkey at Nikko: when it comes to learning a language, don’t block your ears but listen as
hard as you can. Flap those ears!

The same goes for your mouth. Keep it open, get it working, move it! Take every chance you get
to speak the language you are learning. For me it’s English, for you it’s Japanese. Don’t be shy
or lazy like most of the monkeys around here. Be like me – speak up and speak often. I know
that if I don’t practise, I don’t improve.

You probably know what I’m going to say next. Well, it’s true! I keep my eyes wide open,
always on the look out for bits of English I can understand. I know that is harder for you with alwaysalwaysalwaysalwaysalwaysalways

and , but you should get into the habit of looking at Japanese writing and 
picking out what you can. There’s plenty of stuff in your Coursebook, of course, but if you keep
your eyes open you will see bits and pieces in places like signs, advertisements and menus. 
So, open those eyes! And if you do find anything, don’t forget to show and tell.

When kids come to Nikko they stand in threes in front of the Wise Monkeys and copy their 
gestures. Their friends take photos and everyone has a good laugh. But when you look at them I
want you to remember the advice of wise old – listen to the sounds of Japanese, practise
your speaking whenever you can and keep your eyes open for and .
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Talk to the animals

is a vet with a special skill. Before she treats her animal patients she talks to
them to calm them down. She has learnt the Japanese animal sounds that you can see her
patients using below. 

• Listen as she speaks and try to work out which animal she is talking to. 
• Now listen as the animals respond to her and see how well you guessed.
• Finally, you try talking to the animals. As each animal speaks to you, answer it with its own

sound.

wan wan

nyaa nyaa

hihiin  hihiin

Flap those ears!
Move that mouth!

mou  mou

chuu chuu
gyaa gyaa

shuu shuu

kokekokkou

gaa gaa
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Kana gets a pet

Flap those ears!
Open those eyes!

1

4

2

2

3

5 6
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13 14 15

bo o i fu re n do

pe t to sho p pu

9

pe t to

10

11 12Sam
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12

What is it?
petto pet
hoshii I want

shizuka ni! shut up! quiet!
denshi petto electronic pet

mo also

1 Who do Hide and Kana
meet on the street?

2 What is Naoko carrying?
3 What reactions do Kana

and Hide have to
Naoko’s pet?

4 Is Hide brave?  
5 Why does Kana decide

to get Nunu?

22 23

pe t to

pe t to
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20

16 17
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