
Every day, all kinds of people go missing all over the 
world – children, teenagers, men and women of all ages 
and nationalities. There are many different reasons why 
they go missing.  

The most common reasons behind the disappearance of 
children, teenagers and young adults are that they have 
had an accident, run away or someone has kidnapped or 
harmed them. 

Adults go missing for many reasons, including illness 
(both mental and physical), drug and alcohol problems or 
as a result of a crime. Some adults choose to disappear. 
They break all contact with their family. They may run 
away when they cannot cope with certain problems in 
their lives. Some start new lives, while others wander the 
streets with nowhere to go. 

Other reasons why people go missing include family 
violence, abuse and neglect, natural disasters, war, and 
even murder. 

The Missing 
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Posters of missing persons after the 

attacks on the World Trade Center in 

New York, USA, September 2001

3

9781442560109_TXT.indd   3 21/05/13   10:34 AM

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s




