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A This artist’s rendition shows some of the warm-blooded dinosaurs
that flourished in the Dinosaur Cove area in Victoria during the
Early Cretaceous period (100-125 million years ago).

Major dinosaur and mammal fossil sites in Australia
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A This map shows the many sites in Al re dinosaur fossils have
been found. Also shown is Riversleigh, and, which is a World
Heritage fossil mammal site that provides evidence of key stages in the
evolution of Australia’s fauna.

¥ In 1994 about 40 Wollemi pine trees were discovered in two small
stands in Wollemi National Park in New South Wales. No similar
plants exist anywhere else in the world. The species was identified
from fossils dating from 100 to 150 million years ago.

AUSTRALIA: geological evolution

dinosauy footprints
pal field @ o ﬁsnsbane \
° o
Andamooka . L'Q%‘g;? Iethge
ield

Australia was once part of a large landmass called Gondwana that
also included India, South America, Africa and Antarctica. Gondwana
existed as a supercontinent as long as 650 million years ago, and
began to break up some 130 million years ago to form the separate
continents we know today. During these millions of years, major
changes in climate and sea level occurred. When Australia was part
of Gondwana it was much further south than it is now and was
adjacent to Antarctica. Some of the geological evidence for this
includes the discovery of polar dinosaur fossils at Dinosaur Cove

in Victoria.

Further geological evidence that Gondwana was once a large
landmass can be seen in rocks and fossils. Fossils of trilobites

(a diverse range of arthropods) have been found in Tibet, China,

i South-East Asian peninsulas and Antarctica. Some species of plants
: and animals found on different landmasses have a common origin.

i Beech trees related to Australian species are found in New Zealand

: and South America. Marsupials are found only in Australia, New

¢ Guinea and South Americ

Australia’s isolation oye ng geriod has led to the development
¢ of its unique flora g 3

ear Broome in Western Australia, ancient
are more than 120 million years old have been




> Evolution of the Australian continent
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A 360 million years ago
Australia and Antarctica
were still joined.

New
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A 53 million years ago
The Australian continent was
separating from Antarctica.

Sea level fluctuated
during this period

Ice caps in ‘Mt. Kosciuszko’
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During periods of low sea levels, continental
shelves were exposed to form ‘land bridges".



AUSTRALIA: human features

Bushwalking in
central Australia.
Outback tourism
is a major
employer in
the Northern
Territory.

Largest and smallest

Western Australia is the largest
State in Australia, with an area of
2525500 square kilometres. The
Australian Capital Territory has

a land area of only 2400 square
kilometres.

Most and least

In 2009 New South Wales was the
most populous State with 6 967 200
inhabitants. The Northern Territory  :
was the least populous with 219900 :
people. :

Crowded and empty street (left).

Australia’s 21553 700 people (2009) :
occupy 7 686 848 square kilometres.
Overall, Australia’s population
density is a low 2.8 people for
every square kilometre. On average,
142 people live on every square
¢ kilometre of the Australian Capital
Territory. The Northern Territory has
i a population density of 0.2 people
¢ per square kilometre.

Richest and poorest

i In 2008 the top 50 per cent of

i Australians owned 94 per cent of
¢ total national wealth; the top 10 pef
i cent owned 49 per cent of wealth &
: and the top 1 per cent owned 16 per :
i cent of total wealth. :

Largest city populations :
: Sydney (2008) 4399722 :
i Melbourne (2008) 3892419 :

Sydney, Australia’s
most populous city

The Australian War
Memorial, Canberra,
Australian Capital
Territory

oast, Queensland (below), and a brightly lit
elbourne (below left) contrast strongly with
the picture of a homeless person on a city
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AUSTRALIA: natural features
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The Ninety Mile Beach, Gippsland, i /l:&
Victoria, is one of the longest . :
beaches in the world. Part of it LG ar.ld T X . : S\\‘\A
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The 2750-kilometre Darling River (E2) is Australia’s longest river.

Lake Eyre (D3), an intermittent salt lake, is its largest lake at 9500 :
square kilometres. The Great Victoria Desert (C3) is the largest desertin : 105~ |
Australia, covering more than 300 000 square kilometres. |

Hottest and coldest

Australia’s highest recorded temperature is 53.1°C at Cloncurry (E3), : ca
Queensland, in 1889. The lowest recorded temperature is -23°C at I n d 1a
Charlotte Pass (E2), New South Wales, in 1994. As Australia’s weather
patterns and climate alter due to global warming, such anomalies in
temperature will become more frequent.

Wettest and driest

The highest average annual rainfall in Australia is 4537 millimetn
Babinda (E4), Queensland. In 2000, 12 461 millimetres of raig fe
nearby Bellenden Ker (E4), an Australian record for the mog
year. The lowest yearly rainfall, averaging under 100 mildin@@€s, d¢curs
around Lake Eyre (D3) in South Australia.
Largest and smallest
¢ Mainland Australia, with an area of 7.69 milligif s
¢ the earth’s largest island but its smallest cgot
3700 kilometres from north to south ang
i to west.
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