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Speed loops

å±åˆ èªèˆ õªõˆ ú¥úˆ
e¥nªè¥îÀõˆ èªi±å¥sŒaªwˆ

ˆsÿç¥îÃe¥s   ˆtªçªi¥n±å¥s
ˆc±aªíªáˆ   èªu±d±åºÖ

aªÉæc±dºÖªä‰åªçªiªèªêªí¥m¥n¥îÀp±†‹sÿtªuªò¡ôƒöªõ¥úˆ
✤ Speed loops should be small because they are meant to join 

letters in the shortest possible way.

✤ Use less pressure on the loop than on the down stroke of the 
letter itself.

✤ Use crisp turns on the loops as well as on the letters themselves.

✤ The loop should be no more than half as wide as the 
body of the letter.

Joining to ascenders     b f h k l

✤ From a diagonal exit: Continue the exit stroke straight up,
almost to the top of the ascender. Then make a small
loop and continue the downstroke.

✤ From a horizontal exit: Move from the horizontal exit
stroke up to a small loop, then continue down.

˜É¡Åˆ ̃äÏàˆ ̃çªç ̃êªê ̃íªí
sÿç±aªíªí l±a¥mμÇøs

Practise speed loop joins here and on page 9. The writing on page 41 also has speed loops. 
Speed loops from descenders

åºÖªt  a±å¥ï·eºÖ  èªu¥mªp  aªè±a¥rˆ  õºÖ¥s  Ç¡õºÖ  ú¥î»o  è±a¥ú¥ú

Joins to ascenders from diagonal exits

ô¬eªÄ  lªiªäÁÖ  ˆsÿçªi¥nºÖ  p±a±cªê  ˆsŒaªiªí  ˆcªíªi¥mªÄˆ  ˆsÿçºÖªíªáˆ

Joins to ascenders from horizontal exits

ˆc¥îÀÅˆ  îÀãÎà  ˆsœîÀé  c¥îÕñ›ë  ˆcªu¥ï›ì  ˆsÿç¥î»îÀë  ô¡éªi¥ï›ì

Joining from descenders     g j y z

✤ Make sure that the up stroke of the loop crosses 
the tail of the letter at the base line. Then continue 
up to the top of the body of the letter.
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Elephants are the largest terrestrial animals. There are two species of these huge 
mammals: African and Asian. African elephants are bigger than Asian elephants, 
and have much larger ears and tusks. They also have two fi nger-like extensions at 
the end of their trunks, whereas Asian elephants have only one.

Elephants use their fl exible trunks to gather food, as well as to scoop up water for 
bathing and drinking. Elephants are herbivorous, and eat up to 200 kg of food a 
day. African elephants can weigh up to 5900 kg and be 7.5 metres tall.

Practising speed loops

All these words below include speed loop joins. Copy them carefully, then use some or all of 
them to write a report on elephants. You could use the text in the box, or write your own.

eªíºÖªpªç±a¥nªt¥s  ˜çªu±åºÖ  l±a¥ï¯åºÖ¥sÿt  a¥nªi¥m±aªí¥s  m±a¥m¥m±aªí¥s

ˆtªu¥sÿê¥s  ˆt¥ï›u¥nªê¥s  âÏi¥n±åºÖ¥rˆ-˜íªiªêºÖ  âÏìºÖ¥xªiªÉ¡ìºÖ  îÕ©μlªõ

å±aªtªçºÖ¥rˆ  Çæaªtªçªi¥n±åˆ  hºÖ¥ï›Ñ¡iªòøîÕñ‹îÀu¥s  ô¬eªi±åªç  kªiªí¥î«å¥ï¯a¥m¥s

u¥n¥mªi¥sÿt±aªê±aªÉ¡ìºÖ  åªi±a¥nªt  ˆ t±aªíªí  m±aªèºÖ¥sÿtªi±c  iªòøîÕñ›õ
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Date _____________

EXTRA: What is an albatross in golf?

a     a±a     A    ˆa±a     aa     A
aºÖ  aªi  aμl  a¥s  aªt  Çæa  â„a  h±a  ˆsŒa  ôæa
 
a¥mºÖ  aμÇ¿lºÖ  e±a¥r  ˆt±aªi¥n  ˆs÷h±a  ˆcμlºÖ±a

Spelling: ‘air’ sound pairs

h±aªi¥r ~ h±a¥ï·e     ˆ  sÿt±aªi¥r ~ sÿt±a¥ï·e      â„aªi¥r ~ â„a¥ï·e

Çæa¥ï·e ~ Ç¬e±a¥r       ô¬e±a¥r ~ ô¿hºÖ¥ï·e     p±aªi¥r ~ pºÖ±a¥r

AlμÇæaªt¥ï‹î»sœsŸÖ¥s a¥ï·e l±a¥ï¯ge ô¬eμb-âÂî»î…tºÖ±d ˆsŸÖ±aμÇ¡i¥ï¯d¥s ˆtμh±aªt 

ˆsÿpºÖ¥n±d m¥î»sÿt îÀàˆ ˆtμhºÖªi¥r ˆtªi¥mºÖ aªt ˆsŸÖ±a. ThºÖªy ˆc±a¥n glªi±dºÖ 

âÂîÕ™ m±a¥nªy h¥îÀu¥ï‹s aªt a ˆtªi¥mºÖ îÀò¬e¥r ˆtμhºÖ îÀpºÖ¥n î«û±a¥n, 

âÁÖºÖ±dªi¥n±g îÕ© m±a¥nªy ˆtªypºÖ¥s îÀàˆ ˆsŒ°Ûuªi±d a¥n±d âÎi¥s÷h. ThºÖªy 

ˆc¥îÕ®ºÖ a¥s÷h¥îÕñ·e îÕ©μlªy ˆt¥o Çƒñ·eºÖ±d, a¥n±d ˆt¥o ï¯aªi¥sŸÖ îÕ©ºÖ 

îÀãÎãÂsÿp¥ï›i¥n±g e±a±cμh ye±a¥r. ThºÖªy u¥sÿu±aμlμlªy m±aªtºÖ âÂîÕ™ lªiªäÁÖ.

ThºÖ ôæa¥n±dºÖ¥ï›i¥n±g aμlμÇæaªt¥ï‹î»sœs h±a¥s ˆtμhºÖ l±a¥ï¯ge¥sÿt 

ô¡i¥n±gsÿp±a¥n îÀàˆ a¥nªy Ç¡i¥ï¯d, ï·e±a±cμhªi¥n±g uªp ˆt¥o 3.5 mºÖªt¥ï·e¥s.
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Date _____________

Spelling: animal noises

EXTRA: How many animals can you add to this list? (Don’t worry about having the letter b 
in the names.)

b     Ç¿b     B ˆÇ¡Å     b b     B
Çæa  Ç¡i  Ç¿l  Çøo  Çøs  aμb  eμb  mμb  ï‡b  uμb

Çƒñ›i Ç¬e±a¥n aμÇ¡y iμÇ¿lºÖ ï›iμb ˆc±a¥ï‡b

Çƒñ¯aªy Ç¬eμlμl¥îÀw Çæa¥ï‡k Çæaªy Ç¿lºÖ±aªt Ç¡u¥zz

gî…Ç¿Ç¿lºÖ ôæa¥ï‡Ç¿lºÖ Çæa±a giμÇ¿Ç¬e¥r jaμÇ¿Ç¬e¥r

Bi¥ï¯d¥s a¥n±d Ç¬e±a¥sÿt¥s

Bi¥ï¯d¥s Çƒñ‹î…l±ga  ÇæaμÇ¿Ç¿lºÖ¥r  Ç¡u¥zza¥ï¯d  Ç¬eμlμlμÇ¡i¥ï¯d

In¥sŸÖ±cªt¥s Ç¬eºÖ   Ç¬eºÖªtμlºÖ   Ç¡uªùºÖ¥ï›ãÌlªy

Ma¥ï‹sÿuªpªi±aμl¥s Ç¡iμlμÇ¡y   Çæa¥n±dªi±c¥î»î…t   ôæaμlμl±aμÇ¡y

Pï›i¥m±aªtºÖ¥s ÇæaμÇøî»îÕ©   giμÇ¿ÇøîÕ©

Cï›u¥sÿt±a±û±a¥n¥s ˆc¥ï¯aμb   l¥î…ÇøsÿtºÖ¥r   yaμÇ¿Ç¡iºÖ

ReªpªtªiμlºÖ¥s Ç¿lªuºÖ-ˆt¥îÕ©±guºÖ lªi¥za¥ï¯d

AmªpμhªiμÇ¡i±a¥n¥s Ç¡uμlμlªäÒñ‹î«g   ga¥sÿt¥ï›i±c Çƒñ‹î»î«dªi¥n±g âÔñ‹î«g
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Date _____________

EXTRA: What does circumnavigate mean? circumstance? circumvent?

Spelling: anagrams

c     ̂c±c     C ˆˆc±c     c c     C
ˆû  ˆcμh  ˆcμk  ˆc¥r  ˆcªu  a±c  n±c  î«c  ï¯c  u±c

ˆcμlºÖ ˆc¥îÕ®ªp i±û aªt±cμh l±a±c aªtªi±c

CATER   ˆc¥ï¯aªtºÖ   ˆt¥ï¯a±û   CAUSE   ˆsŒaªu±û

CAPERS   ˆsŒc¥ï¯aªpºÖ   p±a±û¥ï‹s   sÿp±a±û¥r

Ci¥ï¯cμlºÖ:  a ˆcªu¥ï›ò¬e±d lªi¥nºÖ ˆtμh±aªt p±a¥sœsŸÖ¥s ˆtμh¥ï‹îÀu±gh

a ˆsŸÖªt îÀàˆ p¥îÀi¥nªt¥s ô¿hªi±cμh a¥ï·e aμlμl ˆtμhºÖ ˆsŒa¥mºÖ

dªi¥sÿt±a¥n±û (ˆtμhºÖ ï¯a±dªiªu¥s) âÔñ‹îÕ® a ˆû¥nªt¥ï·e;

OR ˆsœîÕ®ºÖªtμhªi¥n±g ˆtμh±aªt h±a¥s ˆtμhºÖ ge¥nºÖ¥ï¯aμl ˆs÷h±aªpºÖ 

îÕ™ ˆsŸÖ¥n¥sŸÖ îÀàˆ ˆtμhªi¥s lªi¥nºÖ, âÂîÕ™ e¥x±a¥mªpμlºÖ, a ˆcªi¥ï¯cμlºÖ

îÀàˆ ï‹î»sŸÖ Ç¡u¥s÷hºÖ¥s îÕ™ a ˆcªi¥ï¯cμlºÖ îÀàˆ âÔñ›iºÖ¥n±d¥s

Ci¥ï¯cªu¥mªäÁÖ¥ï·e¥n±û: ˆtμhºÖ dªi¥sÿt±a¥n±û a¥ï‹îÀu¥n±d a ˆcªi¥ï¯cμlºÖ; 

 iªt¥s pºÖ¥ï›i¥mºÖªtºÖ¥r
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Date _____________

Spelling: words in words

EXTRA: In the passage about Darwin, are there more lower case or capital Ds?

d     ̂d±d     D d±d     d d     D
d±a dºÖ dμl d¥s dªy e±d i±d n±d î«d u±d

d¥ï¯a dªi¥n±g u±dºÖ ï·e±d¥s ˆtºÖ±d i¥sŸÖ±d

dªi¥ï·e±cªtªi¥îÕ©¥s — dªi¥nºÖ¥r d¥îÕ©ºÖ d¥î»sŸÖ dªi±û dªi¥ï·e±cªt

ˆc¥î»sÿt ˆsÈn¥îÕñ·e±d ï›i±dºÖ ï‹î«dºÖ ˆsÿi±dºÖ ˆsÿt¥ï›i±dºÖ i±û±d

Da¥ï›ô¡i¥n i¥s ˆtμhºÖ ˆc±aªpªiªt±aμl ˆîÀàˆ ˆtμhºÖ NîÕñ‡tμhºÖ¥ï‚© Te¥ï‚ñ›iªt¥îÕñ›y.

On Ch¥ï›i¥sÿt¥m±a¥s Daªy i¥n 1974 Cycμl¥îÕ©ºÖ Tï¯a±cªy ˆsÿt¥ï›u±cμk

Da¥ï›ô¡i¥n, ˆc±aªu¥sÿi¥n±g mªu±cμh d±a¥m±a±ge a¥n±d ˆsœîÕñ‚ñ‹îÀw.

Mî»sÿt îÀàˆ ˆtμhºÖ Ç¡uªiμl±dªi¥n±gs ô¬e¥ï·e d±a¥m±a±ge±d îÕ™ dºÖ¥sÿt¥ï‹îÀye±d, 

Ç¡uªt ˆsÿi¥n±û ˆtμhºÖ¥n Da¥ï›ô¡i¥n h±a¥s Ç¬eºÖ¥n ï·eμÇ¡uªiμlªt. NîÀw iªt 

i¥s Ç¡i±gge¥r a¥n±d Ç¬eªùºÖ¥r ˆtμh±a¥n eªò¬e¥r!

Da¥ï›ô¡i¥n ôæa¥s âÎi¥ï‹sÿt ̂sŸÖªùμlºÖ±d i¥n aμÇøîÀuªt 1870, a¥n±d ôæa¥s

n±a¥mºÖ±d aªäÏtºÖ¥r ˆtμhºÖ ˆsŒcªiºÖ¥nªtªi¥sÿt Ch±a¥ï‡lºÖ¥s Da¥ï›ô¡i¥n.
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Date _____________

Spelling: eye- words

EXTRA: Can you make an eclipse? Use a torch or lamp (Sun) and two balls (Earth and Moon).

e     eºÖ     E eºÖ     e e     E
eªi eμl e¥m e¥s eªy dºÖ nºÖ pºÖ îÃe uºÖ

e±a¥r eªùºÖ mºÖ¥n iºÖ¥sÿt iμkºÖ iμÇ¿lºÖ

eªyeμÇæaμlμl eªyeμÇæaªtμh eªyeμÇƒñ›i±ghªt eªyeμÇƒñ‹îÀw eªyeμl±a¥s÷h

eªyeμlªi±d eªyeμlªi¥nºÖ¥r eªye¥sÿi±ghªt eªyeªtºÖºÖªtμh eªyeªô¡iªt¥nºÖ¥sœs

A ˆsœî…l±a¥r e±cμlªiªp¥sŸÖ ˆt±aμkºÖ¥s pμl±a±û ô¿hºÖ¥n ˆtμhºÖ ˆSu¥n 

aªpªpºÖ±a¥ï‹s ˆt¥o Ç¬e±c¥îÕ®ºÖ d±a¥ï‡k, a¥s ˆtμhºÖ Mî»îÕ© p±a¥sœsŸÖ¥s 

Ç¬eªtªô¬eºÖ¥n ˆtμhºÖ ˆSu¥n a¥n±d ˆtμhºÖ Ea¥ï‡tμh.

At pμl±a±û¥s îÕ© ˆtμhºÖ Ea¥ï‡tμh ô¿hºÖ¥ï·e a¥n e±cμlªiªp¥sŸÖ i¥s ˆt¥î…t±aμl 

(Ç¬e±c±aªu¥sŸÖ îÀàˆ ˆtμhºÖ a¥n±glºÖ¥s îÀàˆ ˆtμhºÖ ˆSu¥n, ˆtμhºÖ Mî»îÕ© a¥n±d 

ˆtμhºÖ Ea¥ï‡tμh), ˆtμhºÖ ˆs÷kªy d±a¥ï‡kºÖ¥n¥s, a¥n±d i¥n¥sŸÖ±cªt¥s a¥n±d 

a¥nªi¥m±aμl¥s ˆsŸÖºÖ¥m ˆt¥o Ç¬e ˆc¥îÕ©ªäÏu¥sŸÖ±d.

It i¥s a ˆsÿtªiμlμl, eºÖ¥ï›iºÖ e¥xªpºÖ¥ï›iºÖ¥n±û âÂîÕ™ eªò¬e¥ï›yîÕ©ºÖ.
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Date _____________

Spelling: number words

EXTRA: Collect food packets that list various types of fl our as an ingredient.

f     âÎàˆ      F ˆâÎàˆ       f f     F
â„a âÁÖ âÎi âÌl âÎt aªáˆ eªáˆ iªáˆ lªáˆ îÀàˆ

âÔñ‹o âÂîÕñ·e aªäÁÖ ˆsœîÀãÎt îÀãÎàˆ h±aμlªáˆ

âÂîÀu¥r âÂîÀu¥ï‡tºÖºÖ¥n âÂîÕñ‡tªy âÂîÀu¥ï‡tμh âÂîÕñ‡tªiºÖªtμh

âÎiªò¬e âÎiªäÏtºÖºÖ¥n âÎiªäÏtªy âÎiªäÏtμh âÎiªäÏtªiºÖªtμh

Mî»sÿt âÌl¥îÀu¥r i¥s m±a±dºÖ âÔñ‹îÕ® ô¿hºÖ±aªt, Ç¡uªt iªt c±a¥n 

aμl¥sœo Ç¬e m±a±dºÖ âÔñ‹îÕ® ˆîÀtμhºÖ¥r gï¯aªi¥n¥s îÕ™ eªò¬e¥n p¥î…t±aªt¥îÃe¥s.

Ha¥ï¯d òæa¥ï›iºÖªtªiºÖ¥s îÀàˆ ô¿hºÖ±aªt p¥ï‹î«dªu±û h±a¥ï¯d-ô¿hºÖ±aªt 

âÌl¥îÀu¥r, ô¿hªi±cμh i¥s u¥sŸÖ±d i¥n m±aμkªi¥n±g Çƒñ·e±a±d a¥n±d p±a¥sÿt±a.

SîÀãÎt-ô¿hºÖ±aªt âÌl¥îÀu¥r i¥s u¥sŸÖ±d âÂîÕ™ ˆc±aμkºÖ¥s a¥n±d Ç¡i¥sŒcªuªiªt¥s.

Wh¥î…lºÖ¥mºÖ±aμl âÌl¥îÀu¥r u¥sŸÖ¥s aμÇøîÀuªt 90% îÀàˆ ˆtμhºÖ ô¿h¥î…lºÖ

ô¿hºÖ±aªt gï¯aªi¥n, ô¿hªi±cμh mºÖ±a¥n¥s iªt h±a¥s m¥îÕñ·e B ò¡iªt±a¥mªi¥n¥s,

mªi¥nºÖ¥ï¯aμl¥s a¥n±d âÎiμÇƒñ·e ˆtμh±a¥n ô¿hªiªtºÖ âÌl¥îÀu¥r.
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Date _____________

Spelling: silent g, and g + silent h

EXTRA: Using an atlas as a guide, mark the Great Barrier Reef on the map on page 36.

g     ggˆ      G ˆå±åˆ      g g     G
ga gh gl go gs a±g gg i±g ï¯g u±g

gï¯a ge¥nªt ggy i±ghªt îÕñ¯g ˆtªi¥n±g

gn±aªt gn±aªw gn±a¥s÷h gn¥îÕ®ºÖ gn±a¥ï‡lºÖ±d gnªu

gh¥î»sÿt gh±a¥sÿtμlªy gh¥îÀuμl ghºÖ¥ï‡kªi¥n ghºÖªù¥o

ThºÖ Gï·e±aªt Ba¥ï‚ñ›iºÖ¥r ReºÖªáˆ

* a m±aªjîÕ™ u¥n±dºÖ¥ï›ôæaªtºÖ¥r ô¡iμl±dºÖ¥ï‚©ºÖ¥sœs a¥ï·e±a

* ˆtμhºÖ l±a¥ï¯ge¥sÿt lªiªò¡i¥n±g ï·eºÖªáˆ ˆsÿysÿtºÖ¥m îÕ© e±a¥ï‡tμh

*  m±a±dºÖ îÀàˆ lªiªò¡i¥n±g ˆc¥îÕñ¯aμl¥s ˆtμh±aªt gï‹îÀw îÕ© a l±aªye¥r îÀàˆ 

Ç¡uªiμlªt-uªp lªi¥mºÖ¥sÿt¥îÕ©ºÖ (dºÖ±a±d ˆc¥îÕñ¯aμl¥s)

* lºÖ¥n±gtμh: 2300 k¥m   * a¥ï·e±a: 350 000 ˆsŒq. k¥m

*  gîÃe¥s âÔñ‹îÕ® Gl±a±d¥sÿt¥îÕ©ºÖ îÕ© ˆtμhºÖ û¥nªt¥ï¯aμl QuºÖºÖ¥n¥s÷l±a¥n±d 

ˆc¥î«a¥sÿt aμl¥m¥î»sÿt ˆt¥o Paªpªu±a Neªw Guªi¥nºÖ±a
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