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Some big underground caves have rocks that 
hang down, or grow up. These can take 
years and years to grow. 

In some underground caves, there are 
very small animals with bright lights 
called glowworms. These animals use 
their lights to help catch their food.

stalagmite

stalactite

inside_caves_txt_nz.indd   4 22/05/13   11:33 AM

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s



glowworms

Stalactite: a column of rock 
hanging from the roof of a cave

Stalagmite: a mound of rock 
rising from the floor of a cave
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