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Total of ten

Fill in the blank cards to make a total of 10.

1   2

3   4

5   6

7   8

9  10
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Total of twelve

Fill in the blank cards to make a total of 12.

1   2

3   4

5   6

7   8

9  10
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Number sentences

Equipment: 10 counters

Use 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 in each question to complete the number 
sentences.

Work out your answers by trying different counters in the spaces.

 1 2 +  = 3  2 3 +  = 5

 3 1 +  = 6  4 4 +  = 8

 5 2 +  = 7  6 6 +  = 7

 7 6 +  = 10  8 4 –  = 1

 9 6 –  = 2 10 8 –  = 3

11 6 –  = 4 12 5 –  = 2

13 7 –  = 3 14  – 3 = 2Sam
ple
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Add or subtract

To make 5    3 = 8 into a number sentence, 
we need the symbol +, since 5 + 3 = 8.

To make 5    3 = 2 into a number sentence, 
we need the symbol –, since 5 – 3 = 2.

In the following questions, write the missing + or – signs in the 
boxes to make a number sentence.

 1 3    2 = 5  2 2    1 = 1

 3 4    2 = 2  4 4    5 = 9

 5 7    4 = 3  6 7    3 = 10

 7 4    4 = 0  8 10    9 = 1

 9 4    2 = 6 10 4    3 = 1

11 8    2 = 6 12 8    2 = 10

13 6    2 = 8 14 9    2 = 7

15 10    10 = 20 16 10    3 = 7
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Number patterns

To fi nd the next two numbers in the pattern 2, 5, 8, 11,  ,  
we need to look at the differences between the numbers.

Write down the next two numbers in these patterns.

 1 5,   7,   9,   11,  , 

 2 1,   4,   7,   10,  , 

 3 15,   13,   11,   9,  , 

 4 4,   6,   8,   10,  , 

 5 5,   10,   15,   20,  , 

 6 10,   20,   30,   40,  , 

 7 90,   80,   70,   60,  , 

 8 3,   13,   23,   33,  , 

 9 11,   22,   33,   44,  , 

10 24,   22,   20,   18,  , 
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What comes next?

Write down the next two numbers in these patterns.

 1 12, 15, 18, 21,  ,  

 2 3, 6, 9, 12,  ,  

 3 18, 17, 16, 15,  ,  

 4 88, 77, 66, 55,  ,  

 5 21, 19, 17, 15,  ,  

 6 35, 30, 25, 20,  ,  

 7 11, 21, 31, 41,  ,  

 8 4, 14, 24, 34,  ,  

 9 23, 20, 17, 14,  ,  

10 22, 24, 26, 28,  ,  

11 40, 35, 30, 25,  ,  

12 30, 28, 26, 24,  ,  

13 87, 77, 67, 57,  ,  

14 1, 5, 9, 13,  ,  
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Continue the pattern

Look for a pattern in the numbers below and continue it for the rest 
of the line. It might help you to read the pattern aloud.

 1 8642 8642 8642                   

 2 12345  12345  12345               

 3 357  99  357  99                  

 4 1223  1223  1223                   

 5 9876  9876  9876                   

 6 2468  2468  2468                   

 7 220  30  220  30  220                  

 8 7339  7339  7339                   

 9 5445  5445  5445                   

10 97579  97579  97579               

11 5311  5311  5311                   

12 123  321  123  321                     
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Bricks

A tower of bricks is built so that each new brick that is placed on 
top of two bricks is the sum of the numbers on these two bricks.

Find the value of each missing brick.

1  2

3  4

5  6
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Counter puzzles

Equipment: one set of counters numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6

Place counters in the circles to help work out these puzzles.

1 Place the numbers 3, 4 
and 5 in the circles so that 
the sum of the numbers in 
each line is 8.

2 Place the numbers 1, 4 
and 5 in the circles so that 
the sum of the numbers in 
each line is 9.

3 Place the numbers 1, 2 
and 3 in the circles so that 
the sum of the numbers in 
each line is 10.

4 Place the numbers 3, 5 
and 6 in the circles so that 
the sum of the numbers in 
each line is 12.
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What number fits?

Equipment: one set of counters numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7

Place counters in the circles to help work out these puzzles.

1 Place the numbers 4, 5 
and 6 in the circles so that 
the sum of the numbers in 
each line is 15.

2 Place the numbers 3, 4 
and 6 in the circles so that 
the sum of the numbers in 
each line is 16.

3 Arrange the numbers 3, 
4, 5, 6 and 7 in the circles 
so that the sum of the 
numbers in each line is 10.

4 Arrange the numbers 2, 
3, 4, 5 and 6 in the circles 
so that the sum of the 
numbers in each line is 14.
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