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The Qin Terracotta Warriors.
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Seven hundred thousand people worked
for thirty-six years to build it, and by the
time the emperor died, a whole palace
had been built under the ground and
buried under a ¢ mound.
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THE BURIED WARRIORS —

THE MUSEUM OF QIN TERRACOTTA
WARRIORS, CHINA

The Museum of Qin Terracotta Warriors
is outside the city of Xian in the Shanxi
Province, in north-west China. It is part
of the burial site of the Chinese
Emperor, Qin Shi Huang, who came to
the throne in 246 BC. As was the
custom, Qin Shi Huang started
preparing his tomb at once.

decorated like the night sky.

In 1974, some farmers digging a well
near the mound broke into a large
underground pit. They were amazed to
find it contained an army—an army
made of terracotta. Six thousand life-size
soldiers stood in rows, each one
different from the other and all dressed
in brightly painted uniforms.

The discovery of the terracotta
warriors caused a sensation around the
world—but there was more to come.

In 1976, two more pits were
uncovered, one with 1400 soldiers and
horses, and the other with sixty-eight
soldiers. In 1980, a chamber to the west
of the mound was found, containing two
bronze carriages with drivers and horses.
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