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Icebreakers help people in many ways. They:

•	 make sure it is safe for ships to move in  
icy waters

•	 help when there is flooding 

•	 break out the ice in harbours so that ships 
can come and go

•	 help get supplies to places where the only 
way in and out is by sea

•	 help scientists who are working in  
ice-covered places

•	 can warn other ships about icebergs

•	 can pull icebergs through the water.

 This is an icebreaker near 
drilling rigs in the Antarctic. 
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