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How to use this book

This journal is a record of a child’s take-home reading throughout the year. It is designed
so that schools may use it in different ways. For example, students may or may not
begin each week on a new journal page, and schools may or may not use the reading
records as a way of communicating with carers. It is recommended that teachers explain
to parents at the beginning of the year how they would like the book to be used, and that
parents understand that not all parts of the book must be used.

Child writes the date, title and
pages read for each session of
reading.

Child records some new,
exciting or unusual words they
have come across in their
reading.

Carer writes a comment to the

child once a week. —]

Milestones

Journal pages

o
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Teachers can decorate points
along the way or milestones
with congratulatory stickers
and stamps.
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Child colours a number for each session

of take-home reading fo reach the freasure
(pages 24-25). On pages 36—-37, 48-49 and

reflects on

letes a
sentence about
mething they

have read.

Teacher comments to
carer and child each week
(optional).

Premier’s Reading
Challenge

On pages 70-71, the child
can fill in books read for the
Premier's Reading Challenge.

At the end of the year,
the child receives
a certificate stating

how many sessions
of take-home reading
they have completed
in the year
(see page 72).

60-61 they continue fo colour in numbers to reach
milestones of 100, 150 and 200 sessions of reading.




Getting started with take-home reading

What is take-home
reading?

Why is reading
at home important?

9

How does it work?

Reading at home is a time for parents (or
caregivers) and children to read together.
Children practise the reading skills they are
learning at school when they read to their
carers. Children will bring home a range of
fiction and non-fiction books to read.

Reading ot%b important and

enjoya help your child to learn.
Childre read regularly at home learn to

@nore ickly and easily.

* Set aside 15 to 20 minutes each night.
¢ Find a comfortable, quiet place to read.

e Sit side by side so that you can both easily
see the book.

e Listen to your child read. By this stage he
or she may be reading part of a longer
book to you.

e Talk about what you have read.
(See ‘What do I ask?’ on page 7.)



What is the
difference
between an

early and an
independent
reader?

My child is
not yet an

independent
reader. How can
| help?

Early readers:

read slowly and deliberately, often focusing on each
word, especially when reading new or unfamiliar texts

recognise many words and use various strategies
(e.g. meaning and visual clues, and word structure)
to work out unknown words

sometimes comment on and question what they read
can adapt their strategies to different types of text.

Independent readers:

read a range of texts fluently and with ease

use various strategies to approach unfamiliar or
specialised texts

can predict and self-correct j es€lry to maintain
meaning

often make connectiQQs n what they know
and understand, on%l ew.

Continue wi e-howe reading. Children may have
a little dif , @specially with more challenging or less
famili ou might help by:

6’0’

rough the book first and talking about this
p&oMbook and the pictures.
b

ing patient and understanding. Learning to read is
a very complex task. It takes time.

giving your child time to work things out by themselves.
(Reading is often about solving problems. Some carers
find that it helps if they silently count to 10 before
offering any help.)

Talk to your child’s teacher about other specific things
you could do to help.



What can | do
when my child
has trouble with

individual words?

My child
is reading
independently.

Should | still
listen to him or
her read?

If your child is having trouble working out words, you can
make the following suggestions.

* Look at any pictures, diagrams or photos. These can
help with the overall meaning of a page or section,
as well as with unfamiliar words.

»  What do you think the word might be? What would
sound right there?

* Look at the first letter. Can you say part of the word?

* Do you know another word that looks like it? For
example, they may know ‘throw’ looks like ‘three’.

* Keep reading and we can go back fo it. Reading on
for the meaning to the end of the phrase or sentence
can often help with difficult word

* Does it make sense? Does @ ht? Encourage

self-correction. Q

Yes. You will both om continuing with the take-
home reading. Yo d’s literacy skills in oral language
will continu pnprove through reading aloud. His or
her com Wn skills and knowledge of different text
ove through appropriate questioning about
. You will continue to stay in touch with your
cy development by hearing him or her read.

urse, you may choose to listen for a short while and
n leave him or her to read silently; and you will want

6% encourage more silent reading.



Title

Complete this sentence about one item you read. (Tick it on your list.)

The most exciting part was @

Meaning

Carer’s comment to child Teacher’s comment to carer and child




Title

Complete this sentence about one item you read. (Tick it on your list.)

| was really surprised about @

Meaning

Carer’s comment to child Teacher’s comment to carer and child




Title

Complete this sentence about one item you read. (Tick it on your list.)

| learned this interesting fact: @

Meaning




Title

Complete this sentence about one item you read. (Tick it on your list.)

My favourite character was @ because

Meaning




Title

Complete this sentence about one item you read. (Tick it on your list.)

Meaning

Carer’s comment to child Teacher’s comment to carer and child
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Title

Complete this sentence about one item you read. (Tick it on your list.)

I would like to know more about @

Meaning

Carer’s comment to child Teacher’s comment to carer and child






