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For teachers and parents
While computers and other forms of ICT are important to learning, legible and fl uent handwriting 
continues to underpin effective learning. Pens and pencils are portable, cheap, and bridge the digital 
divide, providing access to literacy and  learning for all regardless of the availability of technology. 

Scope and sequence for All Write!
All Write! Rigby NSW Foundation Handwriting assists students to learn to write legibly and fl uently, with 
correct pencil grip and comfortable posture, in order to successfully access the curriculum and to meet 
everyday writing needs. 
 The series features engaging illustrations incorporating lower case letters and words as part of an 
innovative, multisensory approach to help students create a memory map linking letter formation with 
letter–sound relationships. As students gain profi ciency with handwriting, practice activities are 
related to a range of genres or text types, and graphic organisers help to support skills in learning 
joined writing. A broad, student-centred theme underpins activities at each year level.
 All Write! Rigby NSW Foundation Handwriting supports teachers in developing students’ knowledge, 
skills and attitudes related to the following aspects of the NSW Foundation Statements.

Year K
Students know and use letters and sounds of the alphabet to attempt to spell known words, and use 
most lower and upper case letters appropriately to construct sentences.    

Years 1 and 2
Students write using letters of consistent size and slope in NSW Foundation Style.

Years 3 and 4
Students use joined letters when writing in NSW Foundation Style.      

Year 4 outcomes
During Year 4, students are learning about the following topics.

1. Writing with fl uent movements
 • Fluent handwriting movements and patterns
 • Correct pencil grip and comfortable body positions for writing
 • Consolidating correct formation of lower case and upper case letters and numbers
 •  Consistency in letter size (heads, bodies and tails), shape and slope
 • Correctly forming joined letters within lines 

2. Multisensory knowledge related to letters, joining letters and words
 • Consolidating links between correct letter formation, phonemic awareness 
  and visual processing  
    • Connecting letter formation with visualising and feeling the movements for fl uent 
  joined writing 
    • Saying joining rhymes and playing games

3. Writing
 • Conventions, e.g. recognition of letters, words, sentences, headings and paragraphs
     • Topic -related words, phrases and sentences  
     •  A range of simple genres and text types
     •  Punctuation, e.g. capital letters, full stops, commas, apostrophes, question marks 
  and quotation marks

4. Assessment 
 •  Responding appropriately to peer and teacher feedback
     •  Recognising the value of personal effort, practice and self-correction
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Teaching strategies
Linking the pen and the mind
Handwriting instruction linked with letter, sound and word knowledge provides a strong foundation 
for a lifetime of literacy. Students need to be able to use this knowledge to write known words and to 
attempt new words when writing for particular purposes. 
 This workbook uses engaging illustrations incorporating lower case letters to encourage students 
to consolidate and internalise the look and feel of correct letter formation, essential for joined 
writing. The illustrations, words and sentences, related to the theme ‘Sharing the planet’, help students 
to continue to broaden phonemic awareness and visual processing skills needed to learn joined 
handwriting and for effective reading and writing.
 In preparing students for a productive future, there is an emphasis on the teaching of thinking 
skills. Students are often required to write, draw, create or interpret graphical representations to 
demonstrate thinking ability. Some of these skills feature in this program. As students build on these 
skills, their ability to create and communicate will increasingly complement handwriting.

Fluency patterns, letter formation, consistent size and shape
Continued practice with top-starting fl uency patterns and left-to-right movements is central to the 
maintenance of correct letter formation and consistent shape, size and slope. Practice helps students 
to internalise — or ‘feel’ — the shaping and movements required, and assists them to learn to make 
letter strokes in one fl uent movement.
 All Write! Year 4 continues to focus on top starting of all letters (except d and e), correct starting 
and fi nishing points, and consistency in letter size, shape and slope. A modelled, guided and independent 
approach helps students establish correct letter formation and achieve fl uency. 
 Students who are systematically taught to write legibly and fl uently are likely to develop 
perseverance, attention to detail and pride as they strive for excellence. These effective learning habits 
will assist them with self-regulation, goal-setting, self-monitoring, assessment, and review of personal 
progress.  
 
Letter slope
Consistent slope is an important aspect of correct letter formation and is required for fl uent joining. 
Inconsistent slope can create illegibility and lead to reluctance to use joined handwriting. All Write! 
Year 4 provides a photocopiable slope card for students to place under workbook pages when writing 
and for use during other everyday writing tasks. 

Consolidating joined letters
Legible and fl uent cursive handwriting is dependent both on correct letter formation, including 
consistent size and slope, and on use of correct joining movements. Teaching students to make the 
diagonal and horizontal movements by writing English letter groups, words, phrases and sentences will 
provide a foundation for success with other joining movements, such as joins to ascenders, letters that 
don’t join, touch joins and fl uency joins. All Write! Year 4 provides extended opportunities for students 
to practise the two joining movements that underpin the foundation style.

Pencil and pen grip
The three-fi nger precision grip is the most effective. The pencil is held gently, and slopes towards the 
fi rst knuckle. The writing hand is held on its side with the last two fi ngers tucked in. The pencil is held 
with the tips of the thumb and the index fi nger. The nail fold of the middle fi nger supports the pencil. 
To help students ‘feel’ the precision grip, ask them to wiggle or roll the pencil barrel using a gentle 
precision grip.
 Students who do not use the precision grip will need regular and positive encouragement and 
demonstrations to assist them to change. Explain that incorrect pencil grip can lead to fatigue and 
legibility problems as they develop a need for increased speed in order to complete greater amounts 
of writing using joined handwriting.

    Left pencil grip  Right pencil grip
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Track, trace and copy.

Track, trace and copy.

Revision for joining Letters with diagonal exits

C B

M Y

C B

M Y

 cd NO.17  cd NO.17

J0
70

80
28

 y
ea

r4
 2

10
x2

97
m

m
 1

50
L

10

J0708028 year4 210x297m
m

 150L

11

C B

M Y

C B

M Y

 cd NO.17  cd NO.17

J0
70

80
28

 y
ea

r4
 2

10
x2

97
m

m
 1

50
L

10

J0708028 year4 210x297m
m

 150L

11
J0708028 p01-64.indd   10 7/8/07   12:13:06

Sam
ple

 pa
ge

s



11

Track, trace and copy.

Track, trace and copy.

111111
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Letters with diagonal exitsLetters with diagonal exitsLetters with diagonal exits

12

Track, trace and copy.

Trace, then list four living things that share Earth with humans.

Copy.

Revision for joining
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Letters that don’t joinLetters that don’t joinLetters that don’t joinRevision for joining

14

Track and copy. Track and copy.

SUNSCREEN
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Track and copy. Track and copy.

SUNSCREEN

151515
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Letters that change shapeLetters that change shapeLetters that change shapeRevision for joining

Track and copy.

Trace, then draw a symbol for each resource.

PAPER

16
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Track and copy.

Trace, then draw a symbol for each resource.

PAPER
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Letters that change shapeLetters that change shapeLetters that change shapeRevision for joining

18

Trace, then add your ideas to save natural resources.

Copy.

Complete.

My letters with exits . . . Date:     /    /

need more work. are improving. are very good!
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Trace, then add your ideas to save natural resources.

Copy.

Complete.

My letters with exits . . . Date:     /    /

need more work. are improving. are very good!

Trace, then add your ideas to save natural resources.

Copy.

Complete.

My letters with exits . . . Date:     /    /

need more work. are improving. are very good! 19
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Diagonal joinsDiagonal joinsDiagonal joinsRevision for joining

20

Copy and complete by adding a letter with a body only.

Read, trace the words and colour the illustration.

Trace the words and phrases, then write each one beside the matching action.

Not enough
effort!

Improving

Trying
hard

Good
work

Excellent
effort

Revision for joiningRevision for joining

I’m taking steps to improve my diagonal joins.

Colour to rate your effort.
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