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How to use this book
The Student Book is divided into the four 
subject strands.

Each chapter is divided into unit spreads of between 
two and six pages. The features in each chapter are 
outlined below.

Chapter opener
Each chapter opens with an engaging image and an 
introduction related to the chapter content, providing a 
basis for inquiry into the topic. History chapter openers 
also feature a timeline showing the key 

Unit content
Content in each unit covers one or more of the 
‘Knowledge and Understanding’ content descriptions in 
the Humanities and Social Sciences syllabus. The core 
text is supported by primary and secondary written and 
visual sources. Engaging facts in ‘Did you know?’ features 
will stimulate further interest and provide additional 
information.

CHAPTER

Designing our 
political and legal 
system
On 1 January 1901 the Commonwealth of 

Australia, as we know it today, officially came 
into existence. It was created when the six former 
British colonies federated, to become six states—
New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, 
Tasmania, Western Australia and Victoria. Ten years 
later, in 1911, the two territories—the Australian 
Capital Territory and the Northern Territory—came 
into being as part of the Australian Commonwealth.

Altogether, the new nation became known as 
Australia. With the making of the new nation came 
the need for new rules. An important document, 
known as the Australian Constitution, was written to 
explain how this new nation would operate and what 
the main features of its government would be. The 
foundation of the Australian Government is based on 
the British Westminster system and is shaped by the 
Australian Constitution. 

3

 Source 1.0.1  Federal Parliament House in Canberra
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CHAPTER

Work
For most people, some form of work is necessary 

so they can earn an income. This does not mean 
that work has to be a chore; instead, it can bring great 
happiness and satisfaction, as well as allowing the worker 
to buy goods and services they may not otherwise be 
able to afford. At some point, many workers choose to 
retire; the challenge here is to ensure they have enough 
income in retirement to allow them to continue enjoying 
the standard of living they are used to.

55

 Source 4.0.1  Different jobs will appeal to different people. 
Some may find fixing cars very enjoyable; others may 
prefer to work as a paramedic or emergency services officer. 
Whatever work a person does, it can provide benefits beyond 
simply earning a wage or salary.

ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS

CHAPTER

Water in the 
world
Water is a precious natural resource; we can’t 

live without it. As the world’s population has 
increased, so have the demands of agriculture, 
leading to an increase in water use. Growing  
populations have also resulted in the earth’s water 
sources becoming more polluted. Approximately 
one-sixth of the earth’s people do not have access to 
safe drinking water.

The increased population, the uneven distribution of 
water and the variability in water sources and water 
quality all mean that as a resource, water must be 
very carefully managed. As a global community, 
efficient water use to prevent the negative effects 
of water scarcity, including access to clean water, 
is essential.

In this chapter we focus on the importance of water, 
the water cycle, the distribution of water resources 
and how these relate to water use and management.

71

 Source 5.0.1  A woman carries water in Africa.
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CHAPTER

The ancient 
world: 
Overview
A rchaeological evidence shows that 

modern human beings originated 
in Africa in about 150 000 bc, during 
the Stone Age. From about 100 000 bc 
onwards, small family groups drifted 
northwards to Asia. The most important 
human movement began in about 
60 000 bc during the last Ice Age, when 
humans began migrating out of Africa. 
By 10 000 bc, our hunter-gatherer 
ancestors were becoming farmers and 
herders. The new farming way of life led 
to growth of permanent settlements and 
the rise of the earliest civilisations. 

The first of these civilisations was Sumer, 
in present-day Iraq. It was settled in 
about 3800 bc. Other early civilisations 
developed in north Africa, around the 
Mediterranean Sea and in Asia.

145

 Source 7.0.1  Temple of ancient Egyptian pharaohs

First evidence of Sumer 
civilisation

City-states emerge in 
Sumer

Indus Valley civilisations 
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Ancient Egypt emerges 
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 Source 7.0.2  Timeline 
from prehistory to the 
first civilisation
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 Source 6.9.2  The vertical garden at City of Perth Library

 Source 6.9.3  One Central Park, Sydney, was 
designed by award-winning French architect Jean 
Nouvel. The tower’s facade is clad in vertical 
gardens designed by French artist Patrick Blanc.

Yagun Square in Perth is set to be a new recreational 
space, linking the CBD with the north and providing 
open space for people to meet, as well as shops 
and restaurants (see Source 6.9.1). The name 
‘Yagun’ reflects and celebrates the Aboriginal 
heritage of Western Australia. Sydney’s Barangaroo 
redevelopment, along the eastern shore of Darling 
Harbour, also has large areas reserved for open 
public space.

Greener buildings
Not only are CBDs being redesigned to make 
them better places in which to live and work; 
the buildings in them are being transformed. 
New technologies mean that buildings can be 
more environmentally friendly.

‘Green’ buildings are structures that are efficient 
in their use of energy and other resources. The 
greenest buildings are those that minimise energy 
and water use, protect the health of their occupants, 
improve the productivity of workers and reduce 
waste and pollution.

Among the greenest buildings are those with 
vertical gardens and roof gardens. Vertical gardens 
consist of special supporting frames, secured to the 
side of the building, which are planted with shrubs 
and other smaller plants. An automated watering 
system is installed to sustain plant life.

The vertical garden of the City of Perth Library, 
Cathedral Square, is 13 metres high and contains 
more than 3500 plants of 41 different species (see 
Source 6.9.2). An even larger vertical garden has 
been constructed in the Central Park development 
on the edge of Sydney’s CBD. In addition to 
contributing to the beauty of our CBDs, vertical 
gardens have important environmental benefits: 
the plants act as insulators, helping to reduce the 
amount of energy needed for cooling and heating.

Better cities

UNIT 6.9

 Source 6.9.1  A new development in Perth, Yagun Square, 
will celebrate the state’s heritage and provide public 
recreation spaces for people to meet.

The central business district
At the heart of the modern city is the central 
business district, or CBD. Being at the core of cities, 
CBDs are important places for work. Many CBDs  
are now also becoming popular places to live.  
A key question is how the liveability of such places 
can be enhanced.

The need for open space
A city’s main commercial and business-related 
functions and its major public institutions, such 
as town halls, libraries, museums and theatres, 
are located in its CBD. In modern cities, large 

buildings dominate the urban landscape, and 
there is little open space. This lack of open public 
spaces, such as plazas and parklands, is one of the 
criticisms of many CBDs around the world. Such 
places are important, not just for environmental 
reasons but also as places for relaxation and 
recreation. In recent years, there has been a trend 
towards redesigning inner cities to make room for 
public spaces and to create green zones within 
the city.
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CHAPTER

Producing and 
consuming
P roducers and consumers rely on each other 

in order to survive. Consumers buy goods and 
services from businesses (producers), which in turn 
employ workers and pay them an income. In order 
to be successful, businesses need entrepreneurs who 
can help guide them and ensure they are producing 
items that consumers actually want to buy. Firms 
must continually take risks; successful entrepreneurs 
are willing to take these risks when the potential 
rewards are great enough.

39

 Source 3.0.1  Perth’s Elizabeth Quay 
development, which opened in early 
2016, offers many new opportunities for 
entrepreneurs who are willing to take a risk by 
starting a business in this brand-new location.
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Additional eBook chapters
The eBook contains additional chapters for greater 
choice in covering content for the Western Australia 
School Curriculum and Standards Authority 
Humanities and Social Sciences syllabus. These 
additional chapters include all the same features as 
the core chapters.

Activities
Each unit closes with questions based on the core 
text and sources. The questions are categorised 
under Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy, moving from 
lower order to higher order questions. The activities 
help build content knowledge and skills capabilities. 

Inquiry tasks and glossary
Each chapter closes with a set of inquiry tasks based 
on the chapter content, to consolidate learning. 
The scaffolded tasks provide students with the 
opportunity to develop critical thinking and apply 
the Humanities and Social Science Skills as outlined 
in the syllabus. The varied tasks are designed to 
appeal to different learning preferences, some of 
which may incorporate further research, as well as 
pair and group work. The glossary defines terms used 
within the chapter to assist with text comprehension. 

UNIT 9.9

Inquiry tasks Your poster must include:

a a catchy campaign title

b one sentence to describe the purpose of your 
campaign

c an outline of the key rights and responsibilities of 
ancient Egyptian women

d a statement that links the purpose of your 
campaign to the rights and responsibilities of 
ancient Egyptian women

e a persuasive comment to try to convince the 
viewer to agree with your campaign.

It is important to use a range of historical terms and 
concepts when communicating your understanding 
of the past.

The Who’s Who of Ancient Egypt
You have been commissioned by the magazine 
Who’s Who of Ancient Egypt to produce a two-page 
spread on the great pharaohs of ancient Egypt. Your 
task is to compile a list of the five greatest Egyptian 
pharaohs. For each pharaoh you will need to 
provide:

a a picture

b a timeline of key events in the pharaoh’s life

c an outline of the pharaoh’s greatest 
achievements

d a justification as to why this pharaoh is 
considered one of the five greatest of all time.

Travel brochure
Your task is to create a travel brochure for modern 
tourists who are planning to visit Egypt to see the 
artefacts and buildings left behind by the ancient 
Egyptians. Your brochure should include a brief 
introductory paragraph to capture the interest of 
potential tourists. You should then feature between 
five and ten important historical sites from Egypt. 
Each featured site should include:

a the name of the site

b its location

c one to two sentences describing the site

d one to two sentences explaining why tourists 
should visit the site.

It is important to use evidence from sources to 
support your explanations.

The group could present the 15-minute report to the 
class either digitally or live. The presentation should 
contain supporting visual images that will make the 
report interesting and engaging.

Women of the ancient world
The women of the ancient world look to Egyptian 
women for inspiration in the campaign for 
equality. They are launching their own equal rights 
movement and are using evidence from Egyptian 
society to prove that women are the legal and moral 
equals of men.

Your task is to conduct further research into the 
rights and responsibilities of ancient Egyptian 
women. You will use your research to produce a 
campaign poster. 

TV presenter
Your group of four has been selected to produce a 
15-minute current affairs report on Egyptomania, 
currently taking the country by storm. Over the past 
year your group has discovered many examples 
of ancient Egyptian iconography reproduced 
in popular household items, modern jewellery, 
fashion and furniture, as well as in public buildings 
and monuments.

The group’s task is to:

a research examples of modern Egyptomania

b link the modern examples of Egyptomania with 
the ancient picture/building/idea that it was 
based on

c use the examples of modern Egyptomania to 
demonstrate how the legacy of ancient Egypt 
lives on to the present day.

 Source 9.9.1  Pyramid at Giza

GLOSSARY
afterlife life after death; a place where the 
deceased goes after death

canopic jar a covered jar used in ancient 
Egyptian burials to hold the internal organs of 
the deceased

delta an area where a river splits into 
separate rivers before flowing into a sea

Egyptomania a term to describe the 
fascination with ancient Egyptian culture and 
history

embalming preserving a dead body from 
decay; in ancient Egypt this involved using 
spices and salt

god a supreme being that is worshipped by 
people

mummification to preserve a body by drying 
it with salts, packing the cavities inside with 
spices and sawdust, and wrapping the body in 
linen strips

pharaoh the title used for ancient Egyptian 
kings

pyramid a triangular-shaped monument 
including a tomb for the deceased

scribe a person employed to write

society a community of people living 
together

sphinx a statue with a human head and a 
lion’s body

temple a religious building where people 
worship their god(s)

tomb a large room, often underground, 
where the dead are buried
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Local government
Local government is responsible for services in 
your local neighbourhood. The library you visit 
after school, the meals on wheels delivered to your 
elderly neighbour, the government recreational 
facilities you might go to on the weekend, are all 
examples of local government. 

In Western Australia, local government areas or 
municipalities are usually known as cities or towns 
in urban areas and shires in country areas. Within 
each of these areas is a council or group of people 
who run the municipality. For councils to operate 
they need money, which they collect in the form 
of residential rates, licences and fines. Rates are 
an amount of money paid by all people who own 
property in the municipality. Councils are also given 
grants from the federal and state governments. 

Councillors are elected local government 
representatives who usually volunteer their time 
for their municipality. These people are elected by 
local residents through local government elections. 
Councillors make the main decisions that affect 
their local area and they are supported by a range of 
paid staff who take care of the day-to-day running 
of the local area. Examples of these people include 
building and heath inspectors, rangers, healthcare 
workers and librarians. 

‘This project fundamentally changes the face 
of Perth; it connects us to the Swan River and 
provides a huge boost to the vitality of our 
city. We have come a long way over the past 
decade and West Australians have a lot to 
be proud of.  I am delighted that the public 
can now see what years of planning, creative 
development and hard work by many people 
has achieved.’

Mr Day said Elizabeth Quay was a once in a 
generation project that changed the physical 
and cultural landscape of our city.

‘As well as the free spaces available, including 
the BHP Billiton Water Park and nature-
based inspired playground, a calendar of 
events and activities have been planned to 
create a precinct that is an active and exciting 
place to be, whatever the time of day.’ 

 Source 1.3.4  Elizabeth Quay opened in Perth in 2016.

State government initiatives
State governments will often use their funding to 
develop new projects to revitalise areas that have 
fallen into disuse or disrepair. These projects create 
new job opportunities for people and often create 
vibrant, new, public spaces. The Elizabeth Quay 
project in Perth is one such example.

ELIZABETH QUAY PROJECT 

After decades of discussion and debate about 
connecting the Swan River to the city, Premier 
Colin Barnett and Planning Minister John 
Day have today officially opened Elizabeth 
Quay. 

The Premier said Elizabeth Quay was a free 
space for all West Australians and visitors to 
our city to enjoy.

‘When the Liberal National Government was 
elected in 2008, I pledged that we would be a 
government which made decisions and one of 
those was Elizabeth Quay,’ Mr Barnett said. 

 Source 1.3.3  Elizabeth Quay is an example of a state government initiative.
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 Source 1.3.5   
The Shire of 
East Pilbara 
covers a vast 
area of Western 
Australia.

ACTIVITIES

Remembering and understanding
1 What are the three levels of government in 

Australia?
2 What are the names of the two Houses of 

Parliament in each state?
3 List where state governments receive 

funding from to run their affairs.
4 Provide three examples of services for which 

local governments are responsible.
5  Identify the title of the leader of each level of 

government.

Applying and analysing
6 Read Source 1.3.4. Write a report 

highlighting why the Elizabeth Quay project 
was important for the city of Perth.

Evaluating and creating
7 Argue in favour of or against the statement 

that Australia has too many levels of 
government. 

8 Predict what might happen if your local 
government stopped providing some of its 
services, such as collecting waste and items 
for recycling.
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