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f  Text Type: Recount – Timeline

My Life So FarMy Life So Far

I was born at the Children’s Hospital. 
I weighed 3.4 kilograms.

I went to the zoo with the kinder 
kids but I went to sleep and didn’t 

see everything.

I got my first tooth. My 
mum still has it in a 

special box.

I first went to school at Spring Hill 
Primary. Mrs Hale was my teacher.

I had my first birthday, but I 
don’t remember it.

I got my dog, Sparky, when he was 
just a pup.

I first walked and Dad 
says I took three steps.

Grandpa died and we 
were very sad.I stopped wearing nappies. Mum and Dad 

say that it was a happy day.

We had a holiday at Dreamworld.

My baby brother Glen was born.

I went to kinder in Smart Street. 
I cried on the first day.

I got the measles and had to stay at home 
for two weeks. Glen got the measles too.

I went on the school camp to 
Happy Valley.

I got a real watch for my 
birthday.
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f  Comprehension Focus: Sequencing Order of Events

Number these pictures in the order in which they happened.

Now it’s time to tell about your life so far. Try to write down all the things that have happened 
to you in their right order.

Moving on

Dreamworld Dreamworld
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One evening the Hodja was fetching water when 

he saw the reflection of the  (1)                   at the 

bottom of the well. Startled, the Hodja called out, 

“The moon has fallen down my  (2)                   . 

If I do not get it out, it will be the end of the world, 

and  (3)                   will say it is my fault”.

Quickly he tied a large iron hook to the end of 

a  (4)                   and lowered it down the well. 

When he thought that he could hook the moon, 

he began to pull on the rope. However, the hook 

had become caught under a  (5)                   lying 

on the bottom of the well. The Hodja pulled and 

pulled. He pulled with all his  (6)                   . 

Suddenly, the hook dislodged the stone and flew 

back up the well-shaft. The  (7)                   fell 

flat on his  (8)                   .

“Allah be praised!” he said, looking  (9)                      

and seeing the moon in the sky. “It took a  

(10)                   effort, but I have got it back 

where it belongs!”

10

      Week 

3
      Week 

3
The Hodja and the MoonThe Hodja and the Moon

f  Text Type: Narrative – Traditional Tale
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f  Comprehension Focus: Multi-choice Cloze

Choose the best word from each box to match the numbered space in the story. 

Write the word on the line next to the box.

11 moon  sun  aeroplane

22 wall  shoe  well

33 nobody  everyone  anyone

44 pole  rope  tree

55 shark  bush  stone

66 might  teeth  elephants

77 Hodja  moon  stone

88 face  toe  back

99 down  up  behind

1010 Write three different words that could all be used to complete space (10).

________________    ________________ ________________

Present ‘The Hodja and the Moon’ in comic-strip form. Use four to six panels.

Moving on
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f  Text Type: Explanations – Signs

On the RoadOn the Road
You have seen the signs that tell us what to do when travelling along the 
roads. There are signs in Fantasy Land that tell those living there how they 
must behave on the roads. Some of them mean:

 1 1 Take care – dragon fire ahead.

 2 2  Witches can park broomsticks here for 

only one hour.

 3 3  Spook Castle is 25 kilometres from here 

and Bear Cave is 32 kilometres from here.

 4 4  They are building a yellow brick road 

here right now.

 5 5 Slow down – bats cross road at this spot.

 6 6 Slow giants must use the left lane.

 7 7  Here is a drawbridge that is up between 

2 o’clock and 6 o’clock.

 8 8 Elves and goblins must detour.

 9 9 Zebras can cross the road here.

 10 10 No witches and wizards are allowed.

 11 11 Beware – three bears live here.

 12 12  Hares must travel in the fast lane and 

tortoises must travel in the slow lane.
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Place the number of the road rule beside each sign.

13

      Week 

4
      Week 

4

f  Comprehension Focus: Matching Meanings with Pictures

Moving on Make up three more Fantasy Land road signs.

A B 

C D 

E 

F 

G 
H 

I 

K L 

J 
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f  Text Type: Narrative Excerpt

A Young PirateA Young Pirate

When Jennifer Jones was born, the first thing she did was decide 
to be a pirate. When she was one she asked for a black patch 
to cover one eye, and when she was two she asked for a cutlass. 
By the time she was six she had two pairs of huge sea boots, a 
hat with a skull and crossbones on it and a spotty hankie to tie 
around her neck.

On her seventh birthday she had a disappointment.

“What’s this?” she asked her mum.

“It’s a chicken,” said her mum.

“But I wanted a parrot called Polly,” said Jenny.

“Too expensive,” said her mum crisply.

Jenny scratched her head and looked at the chicken.

“Cluck,” it clucked, and fluttered its eyelashes. 

Jenny sighed. “OK,” she said, “but you’ll have to 
learn to sit on my shoulder. And you’ll have to 
learn fast. I want to go to sea next Tuesday.”

“CLUCK!” said Polly.

When Tuesday came, Jennifer Jones put 
on her hat and her sea boots and tied her 
spotty hankie round her neck.

“Shiver my timbers and off I go to sea,” 
she said.

“Just a moment,” said her mum. “WHERE 
did you say you were going?”

“To sea,” Jenny said.

“Cluck!” said Polly.

Jenny’s mum looked doubtful.

From Captain Jennifer Jellyfish Jones by Vivian French and Chris Fisher
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5
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f  Comprehension Focus: Recalling Detail

Moving on

Complete the sentences

At birth Jennifer 

At one Jennifer 

At two Jennifer 

At seven Jennifer 

On Tuesday Jennifer 

Write a play

Use the story to complete the lines in this play.

Jennifer: What’s this?

Mum: It’s a chicken.

Jennifer: 

Mum: 

Jenny scratches head and looks at chicken.

Chicken: 

Cannon balls

Match the cannon balls with the words on the cannon. Use a line to join them.

Make a list of all the things a pirate would need to take to sea.

crisply

expensive

cutlass

sword

sharply

dear
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6
      Week 

6

f  Text Type: Information – Factual Description

Effie the EmuEffie the Emu
Hi! My name is Effie. I am a baby emu. I hatched from a dark green egg that was 
12 centimetres long and weighed 700 grams. My father sat on the nest, which had 
eight other eggs, for eight weeks. He looks after me even now.

When I grow up I will be over a metre and a half tall. Some emus grow as big as 
180 centimetres tall and we are the largest birds in Australia and the second-largest 
in the world. Only the ostrich is bigger.

Although I will be covered in lots of feathers, I have only small wings and will never 
be able to fly, but I will be a very fast runner. Grown-up emus can run at speeds of 
up to 60 kilometres an hour. Our long, powerful legs are also used for protecting 
ourselves. We can give a very forceful kick and the point of our middle toe, which 
grows to 15 centimetres, can cause a very nasty gash.

As well as being fast runners, we are good swimmers and our long legs enable us 
to swim across wide rivers.

You can find emus all over the Australian mainland, but not in Tasmania where they 
are now extinct. You can also find the emu together with the kangaroo on Australia’s 
coat of arms and on the fifty-cent coin.
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      Week 

6
      Week 

6

f  Comprehension Focus: Finding Answers in a Word Search

Write the answers to these questions, then find each answer in the 

wordsearch below.

11 Which is the largest bird in Australia?  

22 What can’t emus do that most birds can?  

33 Does the male or female emu sit on the eggs?  

44 What colour are emu eggs?  

55 For how many weeks does the father sit on the eggs? 

66 Which bird is the largest in the world?  

77 Which part of the emu is very long and powerful?  

88 Besides running, what else are emus good at?  

99 Where do emus no longer exist?  

1010 Which other animal appears on Australia’s coat of arms?  

Make up your own wordsearch using words from the information given on page 16.

G B A I N A M S A T

C R D E T H G I E F

O G E I M A L E F L

S A J E O L N L K E

T M Q U N T Y H P G

R V M Z U C X S F S

I E K A N G A R O O

C W H P D L X J W Y

H G N I M M I W S R

Moving on

The words may go across, 
down, up, backwards or 
diagonally.
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Wait until it is a warm day. Buy an ice-cream in a cone. Try to eat the ice-
cream before it melts.

First hold the ice-cream in front of you with the ice-cream at the top and 
the cone at the bottom. Hold the cone near the middle and keep your fingers 
well down from the ice-cream. This is important so that you will not get sticky 
fingers.

Start by licking the sides of the ice-cream, round and round so that your 
tongue makes a track around the outside. Keep licking until there is a point at 
the top of the ice-cream. Now you can start licking the top but you must keep 
licking round and round the sides so that you keep the top pointy.

If any of the ice-cream has started to dribble down the sides of the cone, 
lick it up before it reaches your fingers. Sometimes you can do this by slurping 
instead of licking.

When the ice-cream is level with the top of the cone you push the ice-cream 
down the cone with your tongue. Then nibble around the edge of the cone and 
keep pushing the ice-cream down with your tongue. When you are sure that 
the cone is filled right down to the bottom with ice-cream, lift the ice-cream 
up and bite off the pointed bit at the bottom of the cone. Before any ice-cream 
drips out, put your mouth over the hole and start sucking out the ice-cream.

When you are happy that most of the ice-cream is out, you can start 
eating the cone from whichever end you like. Do not forget to lick your fingers 
afterwards to get rid of any sticky ice-cream.

74

      Week 

35
      Week 

35

f  Text Type: Procedural – Instructions

How to Eat an Ice-creamHow to Eat an Ice-cream
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To prove that you are an ice-cream expert, fill the gaps.

It is best to eat ice-cream on a (1)____________ day. You need to hold the cone in the 

(2)_____________ so that your fingers do not get (3)_____________. It is best to  

(4)______________ the ice-cream (5)____________________________________________ 

so that you make a (6)___________ at the top. You need to lick any (7)_____________ 

that dribbles down the (8)___________ of the cone. If you don’t want to lick the dribbles 

you can (9)_____________ them. When the ice-cream is (10)______________ with the top 

of the cone, push the (11)____________ down with your (12)_____________. When the 

cone is (13)______________ of ice-cream, bite the (14)______________ off the cone and 

(15)_______________ out the rest.

Draw six pictures that show the things you have to do 
when eating an ice-cream.

75

      Week 

35
      Week 

35

f  Comprehension Focus: Cloze Activity / Illustrating Sequence

Moving on

1 2 3

4 5 6
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Reading AwardReading AwardReading AwardReading Award

Have you heard that 

_________________________________

has surely and

successfully

completed a

sensational

_________ weeks of

Comprehension Once a Week

Book 3

Signed: ______________

Date:   _______________
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