
E A R LY WA R NINGS WOR K!
Over the past decade, early warning indicator systems have helped  
to identify students at risk of dropping out, contributing to a  

10% rise in high school graduation rates. 
Now, let’s go beyond preventing early exit to promoting college readiness.

!

     
Future-Ready Learners

It’s hard to close gaps in college readiness if you wait until late-high-
school grades and standardized tests. 

But we don’t have to wait. We can accurately predict college readiness 
in middle school, while there’s time for students to correct course, catch 
up, and build skills for whatever comes next.

Explore more resources to help  
you develop future-ready learners.
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Predicting college 
readiness early
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6 factors of “whole child analytics” * 
Educational researchers have identified six factors linked to later  
college success.

Academic achievement: 
Grades, test scores, course rigor, grade skipping, and grade retention 

Motivation & commitment: 
Confidence in academic abilities, belief in power to control their  
own outcomes, persistence towards goals, and college aspirations

Behavior: 
Self-management and temperament, measured in part by attendance, 
tardiness, and disciplinary actions

Social engagement:
Especially participation in extracurricular activities 

Family circumstances:
Socioeconomic factors, parental encouragement, mobility, family size 
and composition, and student employment

School characteristics:
School composition, teacher factors, learning opportunities, and  
college-going culture
*”Performance, Perseverance, and the Full Picture of College Readiness,” Matthew N. Gaertner and Katie Larsen McClarty, Educational Measurement: Issues and Practice, 
Summer 2015, Vol. 34, No. 2, pp. 20–33

Using middle school data alone, it’s possible to predict college  
outcomes as well (or better) than the SAT and ACT do years later.

While academic achievement accounts for 17.1% of variation in college 
readiness, motivation (15.3%) and behavior (14.1%) aren’t far behind.

 
It’s possible to uncover large numbers of middle school students at 
significant risk, even though they and their teachers fully expect them  
to go to college.
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VARIATION IN COLLEGE READINESS

Important  
takeaways

It starts with 
understanding  

the whole child — 
and we can

We already measure middle school children on academic performance. 
That’s important, but we need to know much more about young 
learners as individuals.

Fortunately, most schools can now access a wide range of rich data 
about their students. By bringing it all together, we gain deep insight  
for faster, more effective intervention.

http://www.pearsoned.com/prek-12-education/topics-in-prek-12-education/online-and-blended-learning/future-ready-learners/

